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1 Introduction
1.1 This Interim Consultation Statement has been prepared having regard to the legal obligations of
the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012 under Section 5(2). A Consultation Statement:
(a)
Contains details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed
neighbourhood development plan;
(b)
Explains how they were consulted;
(c)
Summarises the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and
(d)
Describes how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant,
addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan.
1.2 It is a statutory requirement to submit a Consultation Statement alongside a Submission
Neighbourhood Plan when it is sent to the local authority for consultation and independent
examination. However, this Interim Consultation Statement has been prepared alongside the Draft
(Pre-Submission) Yateley, Darby Green and Frogmore Neighbourhood Plan in order to provide a
summary of the consultation that has been undertaken with the community and other relevant
statutory bodies and stakeholders in developing the Neighbourhood Development Plan to date.
1.3 The Statement will be updated following the Draft Plan consultation – it will describe how
comments have been addressed and what changes have been made to the final Plan. The final
Consultation Statement will be submitted to Hart District Council alongside the Submission version
of the Neighbourhood Plan.
Initial Public Meeting
1.4 The first meeting to discuss the formation of a neighbourhood plan for Yateley Parish
encompassing the areas of Yateley, Darby Green and Frogmore was held on 26 June 2017. A note of
the meeting can be found at https://www.yateley-tc.gov.uk/Neighbourhood_Planning.aspx
1.5 The first full meeting of those interested in supporting the preparation of the Neighbourhood
Plan was held on 26 July 2017. 23 people attended and the meeting agreed to set up a Steering
Group and the following:
• The Chairman
• Vice-Chairman
• Secretary
• Members of the Steering Group
• Terms of Reference
• Topics for sub-groups
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
1.6 The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG) was established as set out above. The initial
terms of reference, approved at the July 2017 meeting are available from the link at Appendix 1. The
NPSG met at regular intervals and agendas and notes of the meetings can be found on the Yateley
Town Council website at https://www.yateley-tc.gov.uk/Neighbourhood_Planning.aspx.
1.7 Sub-groups were formed based around the following themes. Further detail on the approach of
each sub-group can be found at https://ydf-np.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/YDF-NP-PhaseTwo.pdf and is set out below.
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Housing and Development - This group should look at the requirements to ensure that future
development is of an appropriate type, size, density and quality that contributes to the community's
needs. It should incorporate the need for more starter homes and affordable property, the
requirement for development to be properly supported by infrastructure, and should also address
the community’s desire to protect the strategic gaps between communities and preserve historic
buildings and views.
Traffic and Travel (Getting Around) - This group should look for opportunities within the
Neighbourhood Plan to improve public and community transport, manage traffic flows and potential
congestion more effectively, ensure our roads and pavements are kept in good condition and
provide better parking for residents and businesses. We recognise that many of these objectives
may sit outside the permissible scope of the Neighbourhood Plan, but bearing in mind the request
from Yateley Town Council to look more broadly at the needs of the community, we would
encourage the group to propose solutions that reflect the views expressed by the community in our
consultation.
Open Space and Wildlife - Protecting our open spaces, waterscapes and wildlife have been
identified as priority areas. This group should propose policies that support these objectives, taking
into account the local areas of special scientific interest and protection areas. Where appropriate,
this group should consider policy ideas that would encourage biodiversity when new developments
are proposed. Also under this heading should come the consideration of highly-valued views, wildlife
corridors, and the provision of suitable trees, hedges and fencing.
Community and Leisure - Supporting our objectives to ensure Yateley remains and healthy and
happy place to live, this group should look to propose approaches to local leisure and youth
activities, and also ensure that our plan discourages anti-social behaviour and crime. This group
should take the lead in engaging with local sports and leisure clubs, as well as the police and other
community services, and in seeking out opportunities to provide facilities for residents of all ages,
but particularly noting the provision of play and leisure facilities for the young, and suitable access
and support for the elderly and disabled.
Business and Regeneration - This group should look at opportunities to improve and promote the
businesses within our community. Of particular interest will be retail and other public-facing service
business which through the provision of commercial premises have a visual as well as an economic
impact on the community. Proposals should balance the need to support commercial success with
the impact on local residents and non-customers
1.8 Further information on the sub-groups engagement is set out in Section 3.
1.9 In July 2020 the structure of the Steering Group was amended to create a core Steering Group
comprising a Chair, Vice-chair, the Town Clerk and a Town Council representative. This Group is to
manage budgets, any external consultancy work and ensure appropriate alignment between the
volunteer groups.
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1.10 A wider volunteer group working alongside the Steering Group was then created to continue
work on the neighbourhood plan content. Amended Steering Group Terms of Reference were noted
by Yateley Town Council on 27 July 2020 and a link is attached at Appendix 2.

2 Summary of engagement on the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan
2.1 In summary consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan to date is as follows. These are set out in
more detail in the sections below.
Spring 2018

Consultation was undertaken on a draft vision and objectives. This
included a survey to all residents, flyers at public places across the Parish
and attendance at local events.

2018/2019

Topic groups made up of local community volunteers (including those
belonging to local groups such as the Yateley Society) gathered evidence
and engaged with the wider community and stakeholders on land use
issues.
The inner two pages of the Autumn 2019 Yateley Town Council newsletter
was devoted to explaining the purpose of the Plan and to raise awareness.
Working with local schools to promote the Neighbourhood Plan including
a poster competition particularly focused around local actions to limit
climate change.
The first draft of the Neighbourhood Plan and Annexe comprising some
100 pages of text was uploaded to the YDFNP Neighbourhood Plan
website (https://ydf-np.org.uk).
A Residents’ survey was delivered to each household in the Parish in
February 2020 seeking views on specific policy options which were set out
in the initial draft of the Neighbourhood Plan and Annexe which had
been previously uploaded to the YDFNP Neighbourhood Plan website
(https://ydf-np.org.uk).

Autumn 2019
January – March
2020
January 2020

February – April
2020

Two public meetings were held to launch the 2020 Residents survey – on
February 29 at Yateley School and March 14 at Darby Green Community
Centre. As part of the background to the Survey, some 150 climate
change posters were also displayed from students in 7 of Yateley’s schools
from Infants through to Secondary. Some 350 people attended these
events.
Copies were also available at locations throughout the Parish and Steering
Group members were available at the launch to answer questions.
The outcome of this consultation has helped to inform the content and
wording of the Pre-Submission Plan.

September 2020 –
February 2021

Ongoing meetings and input from the Volunteer Group. Discussions with
local stakeholders including the Yateley Society, Blackbushe Airport and
the Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership.
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May - July 2021
Current Stage

Statutory consultation on a draft Neighbourhood Plan. Extensive
consultation with residents and other stakeholders within Covid-19 rules
including:
-

Targeted emails/letters to statutory consultees/local
organisations

-

YTC and NP web link to relevant documents and online
survey.
Publicity in YTC newsletter (goes to every household), social
media and YTC noticeboards.
Paper copies on request and postal address for return of
paper surveys.

-

3 Vision and Objectives Survey
3.1 In 2018 a community consultation on a Vision and Objectives for the Neighbourhood Plan was
undertaken. This ran between 7 May and 30 June 2018. A link to the survey is included at Appendix
3.
3.2 Engagement during this period included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A stall at the Yateley May fayre - 7 May 2018. 150 fliers were handed out (Appendix 4);
A presentation by the NPSG chairman to Yateley Town Council on Vision and Objectives and
next steps 8 March 2018;
Leaflets located in the library and café 46, and distributed to Neighbourhood watch, British
Legion, secondary schools and the air cadets;
Reference to the survey was included in the Yateley Society newsletter;
Leaflets distributed at the Community Picnic on 2 June 2018;
A stand at the St Barnabas Church community day on 8th June 2018;
Leaflets distributed at Civic Day on 16 June 2018.

Response
3.3 Appendix 5 sets out the response to the 2018 Vision and Objectives consultation. 492
responses were received. 66% strongly agreed with the draft vision and 28% agreed with it.
Respondents were asked to rank their top 5 of 17 objectives.
3.4 The top priorities identified from the survey are set out below.
Prioritised Objectives
- Provide sufficient affordable housing
particularly starter homes and flats
- Ensure development is supported by
infrastructure (e.g. medical and school
capacity)

Most frequently commented topics
- More smaller and starter homes
- Road and pavement repairs
- General support and thanks
- More infrastructure for new
developments (health etc)
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-

-

Ensure new development is of an
appropriate type, size, density and
quality that contributes to the
community’s needs
Protect open spaces and waterscapes
Encourage better facilities for young
people
Protect strategic gaps between
communities

-

Maintain open spaces and common
land
Reduce crime and disorder
Better transport links
Improve parking at the shops
Improve the shopping parade
Deal with traffic congestion

3.5 The Vision and Objectives were carried forward into the Draft Neighbourhood Plan 2021 with
some amendments following the issues arising from the 2020 consultation. The issues raised in the
ranking of the objectives are also reflected in the Draft Neighbourhood Plan.

4 Sub group community engagement
Getting Around Sub Group
4.1 The ‘Getting around’ sub group carried out the following engagement:
-

Qualitative one to one surveys (see Appendix 6)
Meetings with key stakeholder groups
Maintained a reflective journal on key issues from the evidence

Engagement included:
October 2018 – January 2019
-

spoke to people on the free Sainsbury’s bus taking shoppers to Watchmoor Park about
‘What we need to know’ about getting around the Parish
met with the head of Yateley School
held discussion sessions in Café 46. Used a questionnaire and model figures on a map to
start thinking about the challenges of getting around.
had a stand at Yateley School Careers fayre
attended Yelabus AGM
met with Patient Services Manager, Business Manager and a paramedic at Oakley Health
Group at Yateley Medical Centre
met Stagecoach Operations Manager
met Hampshire Lakes Residents Association
met Home Alone – a drop in club at St Peters Church

The Open Space and Wildlife Sub Group
4.2 Engagement by the Open Space and Wildlife Sub-Group included contact with the following:
-

HIWWT – nature recovery work
Thames Basin Heaths Partnership – best practice on measures protecting the Thames Basin
Heaths Special Protection Area
Blackwater Valley Countryside Trust (BVCT) BVCT – knowledge of measures to enhance the
biodiversity of new developments
Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre (HBIC) – information on species noted in the area
Hart District Council Biodiversity Officer – general information.
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-

Contact with local primary schools.

4.3 The Blackwater Valley Countryside Trust were also contacted with regards to wording relating to
Green Infrastructure projects along the Blackwater Valley in Winter 2020.
Other
4.4 In March 2018, the Steering Group provided an update on progress to Yateley Town Council.
This can be viewed from the following links (listed in the list of Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
meetings) - . https://www.yateley-tc.gov.uk/Neighbourhood_Planning.aspx
4.5 In March 2019 the Steering Group presented an update to the Yateley Town Council Annual
Meeting. This provided an overview of progress as well as feedback from the Getting Around and
Green spaces sub groups. The presentations can be found at https://www.yateleytc.gov.uk/Neighbourhood_Planning.aspx
4.6 Just prior to the start of the Draft Plan consultation 2020 members of the Steering Group gave a
presentation to The Yateley Society and engaged them on key issues. The presentation can be found
at https://ydf-np.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/YDF-NHP-Presentation-v2.pdf

5 Spring 2020 School Climate Change Poster competition
5.1 In the autumn of 2019 a Climate Change poster competition was organised amongst the 7
Schools in Yateley.
5.2 Over 1100 entries were received with the best entries in each year group awarded a certificate
presented at school assemblies. Two public exhibitions of these posters were held – on February 29
at Yateley Secondary School when the Mayor
of Yateley launched the Neighbourhood Plan’s
Resident Survey and on March 14 at the Darby
Green Community Centre. Some 350 people
attended the events and viewed the exhibits.
Some examples of the poster entries are
attached at Appendix 8.

Figure 1: Richard Quarterman, Chairman of the NPSG introducing the residents survey
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6 Spring 2020 Residents survey
6.1 As part of the process of developing Yateley’s Neighbourhood Plan a Draft Plan, Annexe and
survey was produced by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and was the subject of consultation
in February – April 2020. The Draft Plan, Annex and Survey were uploaded to the neighbourhood
plan website https://ydf-np.org.uk. Some 7500 copies of the survey were delivered to the 21,000
residents of Yateley, Darby Green and Frogmore during February 2020.

6.2
The survey was officially launched by Cllr Gerry Crisp, Yateley Town Council Mayor, on 29
February at an exhibition of Climate Change Posters produced by students from 7 local schools with
members of the Steering Group available to answer questions from residents. The event was
subsequently the subject of a full page report and photos in the Fleet and Yateley News and Mail
published 11 March.
6.3
On March 14, a further exhibition was held at the Darby Green Community Centre at which
Richard Quarterman explained the purpose of the survey and why it was important for residents to
express their views.
6.4
•

Documents relating to this consultation can be found from the links below:
Draft Plan 2020 - https://ydf-np.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/LatestDraftPlan.pdf

•

The Annexe to the Draft Plan - https://ydf-np.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/YDF-NPlan-annex-v3.3.pdf

•

The Draft Plan Survey - https://ydf-np.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/NP-ResidentSurvey-2020-final-v3.pdf (link also at Appendix 9)

2020 Survey Response
6.5

By the closing date of 17 April, some 488 questionnaires had been completed.

6.6
For each of the potential policy areas, there was both a yes/no question and space for
comments and suggestions. Analysis of the 488 completed questionnaires shows that there was
support for all the major policy proposals.
6.7
Some of the questions covered areas wider than the remit of a neighbourhood plan, for
example questions relating to traffic speed limits and to interest in joining green action groups.
These issues are picked up, where relevant in the Community Ambitions section of the Draft
Neighbourhood Plan and have informed the work of the Town Council Climate Change Action Group.
This evidence base will also serve as the basis for requesting funding for community initiatives such
as enabling buses to serve more destinations and creating/widening pavements and installing cycle
lanes.
6.8
Appendix 10 sets out a summary of the responses to the 2020 Spring Survey and Draft Plan
consultation. Recognition of the importance of topics to the local community informed the need to
have policies in the Draft Neighbourhood Plan including on:
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-

Design
Mix of homes including affordable housing
Climate Change
Flooding
Green Infrastructure
Active Travel

7 Strategic Environmental Assessment/Habitat Regulation Assessment
Screening opinion
7.1 The YDFNDP Steering Group requested that Hart District Council screen the Neighbourhood Plan
for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) in
December 2020.
7.2 Natural England, the Environment Agency and Historic England were consulted as part of the
screening process. The screening opinion concluded that an SEA and HRA is not required for the
Neighbourhood Plan. A copy of the Screening can be found on the Neighbourhood Plan website.

8 Pre-submission consultation (Regulation 14) Community engagement
8.1 The Pre-Submission consultation on the draft plan is a statutory stage of consultation. The
consultation is open between 10 May to 2 July 2021. The Neighbourhood Plan and evidence
documents are available to download from the Yateley Town Council and Neighbourhood
Development Plan website during the consultation period.

9 Next steps - Final draft Neighbourhood Plan
9.1 Following the close of the Pre-Submission consultation, the NPSG will consider the comments
made and any changes needed to the Plan. Once the Steering Group has amended the draft Plan
Yateley Town Council will need to approve the final draft before formally submitting the Plan to Hart
District Council for further consultation and independent examination.
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APPENDICES
Appendix 1 – Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Terms of Reference July
2017
Available at https://ydf-np.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/SG-Terms-of-Reference.pdf

Appendix 2 – Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Revised Terms of
Reference July 2020
Available at https://ydf-np.org.uk/other/npsg-terms-of-reference-revised-july-2020-pdf/

Appendix 3 – 2018 Vision and Objectives Survey
Available at https://ydf-np.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Draft-Vision-questionnaire-1.pdf
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Appendix 4 – Vision and Objectives Flier
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Appendix 5 – Results from the Neighbourhood Plan 2018 Vison and Objectives
consultation
YDF NP Initial Survey report
The survey on priorities ran from 7 May – 30 June 2018.
There were 492 responses. Figures are rounded and so may not always add up to 100%.
On the 28, 29 and 30 there was a spike in survey returns due to publicity from Blackbushe Airport
urging their users to “let Yateley Town Council know you would like them to support the Blackbushe
Airport Vision, bringing jobs and income to the local economy” The comments have been excluded
from question 4 and passed on to the Town Council as per the request.
The analysis of the survey is as follows:
66% of respondents strongly agreed with the vision, with a further 28% agreeing. 4% were unsure,
1% disagreed and 0.5% strongly disagreed.
Respondents were asked to rank their top 5 objectives.
Objective
Protect open spaces and waterscapes
Ensure development is supported by infrastructure (eg medical and school capacity)
Ensure new development is of an appropriate type, size, density and quality that contributes to the
community's needs
Encourage better facilities for young people
Safe, well maintained and well lit public spaces
Campaign for better public and community transport
Preserve historic buildings and views
Better traffic management
Encourage biodiversity by providing habitats for local wildlife
Cycle/pedestrian paths and other facilities to encourage healthy lifestyles
Provide sufficient affordable housing, particularly starter homes and flats
Encourage sympathetic redevelopment of shopping and business facilities
Protect strategic gaps between communities
Appropriate parking provision
Encourage energy efficiency
Use Community Infrastructure Levy to fund local facilities
Statement of design principles and standards
When ranking the 5 most important objectives results showed very little variance.
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%
59
55
41
38
34
33
31
30
29
27
27
26
25
17
12
11
5

The top 6 were:
• Provide sufficient affordable housing, particularly starter homes and flats
• Ensure development is supported by infrastructure (eg medical and school capacity)
• Ensure new development is of an appropriate type, size, density and quality that contributes
to the community’s needs
• Protect open spaces and waterscapes
• Encourage better facilities for young people
• Protect strategic gaps
There were 174 comments, some were not reflected below as they were questions, historical
statements, suggestions for future surveys etc. This section clearly reflected the publicity by
Blackbushe Airport. For the purposes of this analysis the 45 comments asking for the continuation
and expansion of the airfield have been sent to the Town Council as per the request in the Airport’s
publicity. The group will still need to bear the issue of the airport in mind when formulating the draft
plan.
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Comment summary
Housing and Infrastructure
More smaller and starter homes
More infrastructure for new developments (health etc)
More sympathetic developments
No more housing in the area
Develop unused buildings
Increase recycling
Ensure properties have gardens
Get more teacher in Yateley School
More street lighting
Protect the built conservation areas
Traffic & travel
Road and pavement repairs
Better transport links
Improve parking at the shops
Congestion
More speed restrictions
Better cycle facilities
Ensure contractors reinstate paths
Open space and wildlife
Maintain open spaces and common land
Protect wildlife
Maintain settlement gaps
Better play facilities
Have a splash pad in the area
More open spaces
Better maintenance of verges and ditches
Promote access to the countryside
Crime and Disorder
Reduce crime and disorder by young people
Increase the number of police officers
Reduce petty crime
Reduce anti-social behaviour and vandalism
Deal with the problems at St Peter’s porch
Reduce litter
Reduce noise
Community
Improve the parade
We need a “centre” of the town
More sports opportunities
More services for older people
Increase community spirit
Make people move to Wales of Scotland
Have a regular newsletter
More things for young people
Have more in Darby Green and Frogmore
General
General support
General thanks for doing the work
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No of comments
17
11
5
3
2
2
1
1
1
1
17
10
9
6
2
1
1
11
4
2
2
1
1
1
1
5
3
2
2
2
1
1
7
3
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
9
3

Age ranges were:
Age
Under 18
18-24
25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64
65+

%
0.5
4
7
16
27
25
20

Responders self-selected description
Description
Live in Yateley
Live in Darby Green
Live in Frogmore
Work in Y, DG or F
Visit Y, DG or F for leisure, shopping or school
Visit family or friends in Y, DG or F
Planning on moving to Y, DG or F
Other

%
65
4
4
7
10
4
1
2

“Other” included people living in other areas eg Liverpool, Hawley and Blackwater and former
residents who did not state where they lived.

Appendix 6 - “Getting Around” Survey Response
Yateley, Darby Green and Frogmore Neighbourhood Plan
A purposeful, qualitative sampling approach, designed to ‘unpack’ some of the issues associated
with ‘Getting Around’ the town, identified in the original, representative, quantitative survey. As
such, we particularly wanted to reach those who might have mobility issues, and might be more
difficult to reach in traditional questionnaire approaches (such as students/young people, and the
over 65s). Sixty four interviews were conducted face-to-face either at random, or in pre-arranged
workshops, late 2018/early 2019.
We asked:
“In your experience, what do we need to know about what it’s like getting around Yateley?”
These are some of the themes we heard:
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“Cars feel prioritised over pedestrians, when the key to improving many issues to do with getting
around is to encourage people to walk for short journeys instead of jump in their cars”
Time and time again, people said that although many can be heard to say we need better parking
provision in Yateley, the real answer is to encourage more people out of their cars for short
journeys.
“Yateley is a great place to walk”
Many wanted to celebrate the fact that we have some great green spaces for walking – like the
Common, like Horseshoe Lake, like the River Blackwater – and we could do more to help people
understand how to find these, and link up between them.
“Yateley is too reliant on the car”
There was a feeling we could do more to ease our reliance on the car, or at the very least, share
what we have. For a town of our size, we seem fairly isolated.
It was noted by a number that some people are totally reliant on the bus, and they are left
particularly exposed. The town’s infrastructure has not kept up with the pace of expansion of the its
population over the years.
“Lack of transport options can particularly impact on young people’s friendship and study
networks.”
Consistent theme from students we spoke to. Difficult to meet up when your friends live in Yateley,
Finchampstead, Eversley, Frogmore, Sandhurst and Blackwater.
Found that young people were already walking long distances. Would help if paths were there to
make this option more direct and connective – eg. improving River Blackwater path.
“Local public transport should be a network – not separate sets of services”
Someone raised the point that bus, rail and community transport across the local area should be
integrated.
“Reading Road feels too busy – more like an ‘A’ road sometimes”
Concerns raised that far too many large articulated lorries are thundering through the centre of the
town. Many felt they must be using it as a ‘cut through’ since there are so many. Sped also an issue
for other vehicles too in other spots here, and on Cricket Hill Lane.
We asked:
“What three things most need improving/changing to make getting around Yateley easier”
These are some of the themes we heard:
“Improving the local bus service”
More people would use it if it was cheaper, more regular, served the mainline Waterloo railway
service – and ran into the evening.
The lack of a regular bus service to Fleet was raised consistently. Interestingly, Fleet was named the
‘number one’ destination when heading out of the town.
At the time, ‘bunching’ of buses, with two arriving at the same time was becoming a real issue. Some
felt the Tudor Drive area felt particularly isolated.
Need to better serve parts of Frogmore with any bus provision.
In the last four decades, we have lost direct services, for example, from Yateley to London, Reading,
Basingstoke, Fleet and Farnborough.
“Improving state, and provision of footpaths (the most raised issue), especially for wheelchairs”
Some stated they can be poorly designed, for example at Church End Green. Others referred to poor
states of repair/uneven, and the need for more dropped kerbs in some places to help wheelchairs
with accessibility. Pavement parking was raised consistently, and poor hedge trimming. Some people
mentioned improving the provision of benches would encourage more people to walk too.
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The need for a formal path connecting Eversley and Yateley was raised by a number of people. Even
if it is not alongside the main B3272, the links between the two places need to be looked at. And a
number raised points about some alleyways needing to be more regularly maintained?
“Need better lighting in key locations, to improve footpath connectivity”
This was a particular issue for paths to the village hall, and across The Green and to The Tythings.
Paths can be poorly lit, even in relatively busy areas.
“Need for more pedestrian crossings”
People said there are not enough places to cross the road on the main Reading Road (locations cited
at The Tythings, and between the existing crossings at Greggs, and Manor Park Drive), and on Cricket
Hill Lane (where people are accessing the Common on foot, but confronted by speeding traffic,
whether near Wyndham’s Pool, or Stevens Hill).
“Importance of traffic calming measures, and speed restrictions where appropriate”
“Importance of improving specific road junctions”
Those raised included the junction of Marsh Lane and the B3272 (although this is in Eversley);
Sandhurst Road and the B3272 at the Royal Oak;
We asked:
“What can we learn most from things that already work well about getting around, either in
Yateley, or somewhere else you know?”
These are some of the themes we heard:
“It feels that Yateley has been turned into a place that is at the ‘end of the line’. It should be ‘en
route’, rather than a terminus/turnaround point for the bus.”
“The need for clear, separated, prioritised cycle lanes.”
Raised by a number of respondents. Lanes should be easily identifiable, and understandable as a
network that help you get to and from specific places, rather than abstract.
“Well designed/drawn maps showing how places are linked.”
“Need to be ahead of the curve, learning from innovative solutions, like ‘guided busways’ and
other rapid transit systems.”
Some referred to schemes they had seen in towns they had visited.
Light rail networks improve congestion – and our connection horizons, as well as our impact on
climate. Long term, and ambitious and outside of our scope, but we need to help shape our future,
just as we are trying to do with climate change?
“Community run bus schemes which offer regular timetabled services, which help connect the
town to places which existing public transport does not serve.”
Social enterprise may offer some interesting models. Existing services by YELAbus,, NeighbourCare,
and the Stagecoach free community bus to Sainsburys Watchmoor Park were praised,
“Innovative path surfaces which illuminate after dark thanks to solar/sunlight capture – or waist
high solar pavement lighting solutions.”
Can technology help us with some of the issues we have with lighting, and how a lack of it can make
it difficult to get to some locations on foot in particular, but also by cycle?
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We asked them to elaborate on some of the destinations they are heading out to most regularly.
Here are a list of the most popular places (we asked them to name three):
Within Yateley, they said they were heading to (top answers):
Yateley Medical Centre:
33
Church End Green:
29
Waitrose:
17
Co-op:
13
One Stop/KFC/Greggs:
8
Harpton Parade:
7
Yateley School:
7
The Parade/Reading Rd:
6
Horseshoe Lake:
3
Tesco Express:
3
The Green/Tythings:
3
When heading out of Yateley, they said they were heading to (top answers):
Fleet/Church Crookham:
33
Camberley:
32
The Meadows:
30
Farnborough:
16
Blackwater:
8* (some onward via rail)
Reading:
7
Sainsburys (Watchmoor):
6
Frimley Park Hospital:
6
Eversley:
4
Aldershot:
4
Basingstoke:
4
A bit about you:
We asked some questions about the respondents, mirroring the format of the original survey.
Age of respondents:
Under 18 years: 8
(12.5%)
18-24 years:
2
(3%)
25-34 years:
2
(3%)
35-44 years:
2
(3%)
45-54 years:
3
(5%)
55-64 years:
2
(3%)
65 years and over:
45
(70.5%)
Do you consider yourself to have a disability?
Yes:
27
(42%)
No:
37
(58%)
Which of these best describe you?
(most appropriate was asked to be ticked)
Live in Yateley:
46
72%
Live in Darby Green:
1
1.5%
Live in Frogmore:
10
16%
Work in Yateley area:
1
1.5%
Visiting for leisure, shopping or school: 4
6%
Visiting family or friends in the area:
2
3%
Planning on moving to the area:
0
-
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Other:

0

-

Appendix 7 – Article in Yateley magazine, 2019

000

Yateley, Darby Green & Frogmore

Neighbourhood Plan

Over the last 26 years my family and I
have enjoyed the abundant flora and
fauna that the open spaces in and
around Yateley have to offer. I want to
help ensure that they are maintained
and enhanced for future generations
and not destroyed or damaged by
over development. Gill Gray—
Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group

For more information visit ydf-np.org.uk or contact Yateley Town Council on 01252 872198 office@yateley-tc.gov.uk
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Appendix 8 - Climate Change Poster Competition 2019
A poster can convey a message much more clearly than any written text. So in the autumn of 2019 a
Climate Change poster competition was organised amongst the 7 Schools in Yateley, Hampshire, UK
and 1100 entries were received. All expressed concern about the state of our planet and suggested
actions that could limit our changing climate. The overarching message can be summed up in one
single thought expressed by a student.
Save the planet today for our tomorrow

Some 150 of these
posters were
awarded a certficate
and these were
presented to the
students in their
School Assemblies.
All students were
willing to follow up
some of their
suggestions with
actions but this new
campaign initiatve
has been delayed
because of the Covid
19 pandemic.
Two public exhibitions of these posters were held – on February 29 at Yateley Secondary School
when the Mayor of Yateley launched the Neighbourhood Plan’s Resident Survey and on March 14 at
the Darby Green Community Centre. Some 300 persons in total viewed the exhibits.
The exhibition was subsequently reported on the leading page of the Fleet and Yateley News and
Mail and a futher full page spread complete with posters was displayed on page 5
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Appendix 9 – Spring 2020 Residents survey on Draft Plan
Available at https://ydf-np.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/NP-Resident-Survey-2020-finalv3.pdf

Appendix 10 – Results of 2020 Draft Plan consultation

Section 1 - Climate Change
Question CC1 Have you observed any changes in the climate? If Yes, what have you observed?

75% of respondents had observed changes in climate change. The following graph shows the most
commonly mentioned changes that had been observed.
Graph 1: Observed changes in Climate
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Question CC2 Do you agree that actions to limit climate change are required at a local level? Yes
No
92% of respondents agreed that local actions were required at a local level to limit climate change.

Biodiversity
Question BI1 Have you noticed any decline in species such as bees and butterflies? Yes No. If Yes,
what have you observed?
72% of respondents had observed a decline in species.
Question BI2 Can you identify areas where native trees, hedgerows or wild flower areas can be
planted? Yes No. If so, where?
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240 proposals were received relating to some 54 sites where native trees, hedgerows or wild flower
meadows could be sown. Their suggestions are summarised on the graph below Other proposals included • Urnfield SANG site
• Around playing fields including those of local schools
• Planting hedgerows rather than erecting fencing of properties
• Anywhere that needs water taking away
• Perimeters of all new housing developments should be planted with trees and hedgerows
Graph 2: Suggested areas for additional planting
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Question BI3 Would you be willing to join and/or support a community green action group to
undertake actions to improve biodiversity and preserve ecosystems? Yes No
52% of respondents were willing to join/support a green action group

Section 2 - Enhancing Infrastructure
Question FL1 Do you agree that development should be prohibited within any area that the
Environment Agency predicts to be at high risk of flooding? Yes No
96% of respondents agreed there should be no building within the 1 in 100 year flood plain.
Question FL2 Are you aware of any areas of local flooding? Yes No. If so, please indicate.
39% of respondents were aware of areas subject to local flooding.
Over 200 comments were received referencing flooding in 40 different areas spread across the
parish. Suggestions include Reading Road, near Horseshoe Lake, Moulsham Lane, Monteagle Lane,
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Marsh Lane, at the roundabout near The White Lion pub, Weybridge Mead, Mill Lane, and many
comments say that Yateley is an area prone to flooding generally. The eight most frequently
mentioned areas are displayed in Graph 3 below. Maps showing the location of all these flooded
areas is attached at the end of this document.
Graph 3: Most mentioned areas where flooding had been observed
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Maintaining strategic gaps
Question SG1 Do you agree that all strategic gaps between settlements be maintained as green
areas with no further development or infilling allowed? Yes No
95% of respondents agreed to preventing coalescence between settlements.
Question SG2 Can you suggest how these areas be used to benefit the environment and
biodiversity?
Over 250 comments were received suggesting uses including designated nature reserves, wildflower
meadows, stumperies, more planting of native shrubs and trees, allotments, keeping open spaces to
allow for ‘green lung’ areas, hedgerows and common areas.
Graph 4 below shows the most mentioned suggestions as to how strategic gaps could be used to
benefit the environment.
Graph 4: Environmental benefits of Gaps
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Other suggestions included –
• Providing space for allotments and community orchard
• Creating local SANGs and nature reserves
• Farming and grazing

Question SG3 Is it important to you that Yateley Common is preserved for future generations? Yes
No
85% of respondents agreed to preserve Yateley Common as common land. 14.5% did not reply.
Question SG4 If Blackbushe Airport was to close, do you agree that this land should revert to being
common land? Yes No
88% of respondents agreed that it should revert to common land.

Enhancing Digital Infrastructure

Question ET1 Do you have good broadband coverage? Yes No. Your Postcode:
85% of respondents reported good coverage.
Question ET2 Do you have good mobile phone coverage? Yes No. Your Postcode:
78% of respondents had good coverage

Upgrading Infrastructure
Question UE1 Do you agree with producing renewable electricity and heat locally to limit fossil fuel
usage? Yes No
93% of respondents approved of local generation of heat and electricity
Question UE2 Does your home have roof mounted solar electric or solar thermal panels? Yes No If
not would you like some relevant information? Yes No
10% of respondents had solar panels; 25% would like more information
Question UE3 Do you have an electric vehicle? Yes No If not do you intend to buy one in the next 5
years? Yes No

5% of respondents had electric vehicles; 37% considered investing in next 5 years
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Section 3 - Improving Housing Provision

Question LD1 Are you in favour of promoting good local design to enhance the built environment?
392 responses were received. 97% were in favour of promoting good local design.
Question LD2 What do you think constitutes good local design?
Over 280 comments were received. Suggestions include a mix of affordable, eco-friendly housing,
green spaces, schools and doctors’ surgeries, a town centre with a good mix of useful basic shops,
roads and paths in good repair, retaining character of town, sufficient parking, low-rise buildings.
Many comments emphasised need to have building ‘in keeping’ with local design and heritage, with
environmental focus. Responses are illustrated on Graph 5 below.
Graph 5: Examples of Good Design
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Question ED1 Should guidelines be introduced to reduce environmental emissions from buildings?
Yes No
94% of respondents agreed that environmental emissions should be reduced from all buildings
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Question ED2 Which measures would you wish to consider if relevant information was available?
Tick all that apply. restoring radiator efficiency □ retrofitting thermal insulation □ installing low
energy lighting □ identifying and operating energy efficient appliances □
The percentage of the respondents who wanted further information is indicated in the histogram
below – it varies from 68% for thermal insulation to 80% requesting information on energy efficient
appliances.
Graph 6 – Efficiency measures
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Optimising Housing Mix including Affordable Housing
Question OH1 Should new development/redevelopment reflect Yateley’s current housing need?
Yes No
92% of respondents agreed development should reflect local needs.
Question OH2 Rank in order of importance: starter homes ....... bungalows........ flats .........
Respondents ranked these as
1 - starter homes
2 - bungalows
3 - flats.
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Question OH3 How would you define an affordable home?
300 comments were received. Suggestions included homes that an average family could afford to
run and purchase on average local income, suitability for young buyers, with the ability to eventually
own the property outright in the long term. Some respondents suggested that house prices should
not exceed what could be reasonably afforded by local people, including those who are on lower
salaries or who are single.
The most important requirements are illustrated below and the most important provision is that a 2
bed home should not cost more than £250k whereas in the current development at Urnfield in
Yateley, the developers are selling houses from £350k and upwards. There is also a clear demand
for homes which young people under the age of 30 can afford to buy.
Graph 7 Views on Affordable homes
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Protecting historic buildings
Yateley has a number of historic and listed buildings.
Question PH1 Do you agree that these should be protected? Yes No
96% of respondents agreed that such buildings should be protected.

Sympathetic redevelopment of business premises
It is desirable that any redevelopment should reflect the housing needs of the local community.
Question SR1 Do you agree that any redevelopment should reflect such needs? Yes No
95% of respondents agreed that any development should reflect current needs.
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Identifying development sites
In order to accommodate any increase in population, suitable sites will need to be identified which
could be developed in future.

Question DS1 Can you suggest any suitable site which could minimise environmental impact? Yes
No. If so, where?
116 comments were received. Suggestions included Blackbushe Airport, the disused car garage
opposite The White Lion pub, flats above shops, the vacant Bell Pub, and others suggest that there is
no room and that expansion should be discouraged.

Section 4 - Reducing Impact of Transport
Reducing Impact of Traffic
Question RT1 Do you agree to a weight limit on the B3272 through Yateley town centre? Yes No
95% of respondents agreed with imposing a weight limit.
Question RT2 Do you agree to a 20mph speed limit through Yateley town centre? Yes No
55% of respondents agreed with a speed limit of 20 mph (32 km/h)
Question RT3 Would you make use of an affordable community shuttle bus that serves the parish?
Yes No
50% of respondents would use a community shuttle bus if introduced in Yateley centre.
Question RT4 Would you make more use of buses if they served more destinations and provided
more interconnected services with other bus routes and trains? Yes No
75% of respondents would use buses rather than cars if buses served more destinations.
Any other comments
209 comments were received. Suggestions included a reliable and affordable bus service (especially
to train stations and local hospital), improving conditions and awareness of local footpaths, shuttle
bus into Yateley from further afield, better connections with local towns, speed limits, better road
conditions, electric vehicle charging points, electric buses.

Active travel or sustainable mobility
Question SM1 Would you undertake fewer car journeys if active travel was prioritised? Yes No
72% of respondents would undertake less car journeys if active travel was prioritised.
Question SM2 Can you suggest locations for pavement upgrades, cycle lanes and crossing points?
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218 comments were received. Suggestions included cycle lanes to main train stations and towns
locally, and through Yateley town centre towards Eversley, crossing points on Reading Road,
improved pavements on Firgrove Road, Monteagle Lane, Connaught Close, Selwyn Drive, Aylesham
Way and School Lane. Suggestions were received that pavements are needed from Co-Op to other
shops near the butchers, and potholes needing improvement. Suggestions are shown on Graphs 6,7
and 8.
Graph 8: Pavements and Footpaths
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Graph 9: Cycle Lanes
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Graph 10: Additional crossings
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Adopting car park provision
Question CP1 Do you favour more car park space? Yes No. If so, where:
145% of respondents favoured more car parking spaces. 48 comments were received. Some
respondents suggest that car parking is not a priority or that travel by car should be discouraged.
Others suggest locations including on green spaces around Yateley Green, at the disused car garage
site opposite The White Lion pub, or to access the Health Centre.

Section 5 - Promoting Leisure Activities
Supporting leisure, recreation and sport activities
Question LR1 Do you think that provision of such facilities could be enhanced? Yes No
55% of respondents would like existing facilities enhanced.
Question LR2 If so, can you suggest what other provision can be made?
A number of respondents considered that the range of facilities in the Parish was good, although
conversely others commented that for the size of Yateley, the Parish was not well served.
The most frequently mentioned additional provision was for an additional swimming pool followed
by facilities for youths. In addition, suggestions included:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Additional gym facilities, including outdoor gyms and longer opening hours;
Additional and better access to tennis courts and to the basketball courts;
Better cycle routes;
Protection/improvement of the library;
Additional facilities/classes and affordable access for older people;
Additional facilities including:
Squash Courts/Park Run/climbing wall/athletics track/more bowling/more
allotments/improved parking and facilities at Sean Devereaux Park.

Provision of Allotments and Community Orchard
Question AL1 Would you be interested in an allotment if more land can be set aside? Yes No
22% of respondents were interested in allotments. The history of allotments within the Parish is
that in the past 40 years only one site has recently been allocated and that is located at Swan Lane.
However this site is not suitable for expansion and the waiting list for new allotments now exceeds
100 applications with many people deciding not even to apply.
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Question AL2 Can you suggest any areas which could be used for allotments or community
orchards?
Some 34 sites were identified by respondents to the survey where land for allotments could be
allocated. A set of criteria were agreed and the list of sites was reviewed by a group of persons from
the Yateley and District Garden Society. Following site visits, the following sites were identified to
have the potential for development as allotments –
•
•
•

Sean Devereux Park
Area behind Red Cross Hut off Monteagle Lane
Frogmore School field adjacent to Priors Lane/Reading Road
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Maps of areas of Flooding suggested under Question FL2
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