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Summary and recommendations
In this Annex, the background, rationale and evidence base is described for each of the 18 policy
areas which comprise the Yateley, Darby Green and Frogmore (YDF) Neighbourhood Plan. This
information has been compiled from knowledge of the area by a Steering Group in consultation with
local Societies. Guidance has also been sought from Hart District’s Planning Department as this Plan
will sit under Hart’s Local Plan.
The first draft of the Plan and its Annex will now form the basis of a public consultation amongst
YDF’s inhabitants.
Policy areas and recommendations
Policy areas and proposals
Promoting sustainable development
R1
Consider actions which will promote sustainable development in each policy area
Limiting climate change
R2
Initiate actions which will facilitate reducing carbon emissions to zero, preferably by 2040
Promoting biodiversity
R3
Preserve and strengthen local ecosystems and habitats to protect and enhance biodiversity,
Encouraging green planting
R4
Encourage and extend green planting to mitigate the effects of a changing climate and
encourage biodiversity,
Reducing the incidence of flooding
R5
Do not permit any further development within the 1 in 100 year flood plain including the
Blackwater River valley to reduce the incidence of flooding
Protecting green spaces and strategic gaps
R6
Preserve all existing green spaces and strategic gaps to limit flooding and promote
biodiversity
Providing good telecommunications
R7
Ensure provision of good telecommunications over the whole YDF area
Upgrading local energy infrastructure
R8
Encourage local generation of electricity and heat to reduce transmission and distribution
losses
R9
Undertake demonstration project(s) to characterise the shallow geothermal resource
underlieing the area in order to be able to provide geothermally heated water which can be
concentrated to provide space and water heating for all dwellings
R10
Assess the capacity of low voltage electrical network to meet the additional demand created
by converting from gas to geothermal heating and from petrol to electric vehicles,
Providing good local design
R11
Incorporate good local design features to enhance community sense of purpose and meet the
needs of any increase in population
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Enhancing environmental design of buildings
R12
Improve carbon neutral features in current and new housing stock
R13
Provide suitable information how to reduce heating demand and facilitate future conversion to
low carbon heating sources in order to heat homes more efficiently
R14
Create district energy networks which can supply geothermal heated water to heat pumps
located in individual housing to facilitate conversion from gas to low carbon heating,
Optimising housing mix
R15
Ensure that any new development or redevelopment meets the demand in terms of housing
mix and affordable homes that reflect the needs of the YDF community
Identifying development sites
R16
Identify possible development sites which will enhance local settlements to meet any increase
in population
Sympathetic redeveloping of business premises
R17
Consider increasing the housing mix and proportion of affordable homes in any
redevelopment of existing premises
Protecting historic buildings
R18
Protect historic buildings to preserve their local heritage
Reducing the impact of transport
R19
Introduce a weight and speed limit on the B3272 passing through Yateley Town Centre
R20 Extend the provision of public transport to the surrounding towns and villages to reduce car
usage and increase modal interchange between buses and trains
R21

Examine the need for strengthening community bus services within the Parish

Encouraging active travel
R22
Provide more pavements and cycle lanes to encourage walking and cycling modes
Adopting car parking provision
R23
In any new development or redevelopment consider the need for additional parking
Providing suitable leisure facilities
R24
Enhance existing leisure facilities where a need has been identified
Providing community allotments and orchard
R25
Identify suitable sites and make these available for communal growing activities to meet
existing and future needs
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Glossary
BGS
CFL
COP
CCC
CO2
DC

British Geological Survey
Compact fluorescent lamp
Conference of the Parties to the Kyoto Convention
Committee for Climate Change
Carbon dioxide
District Council

DNO
EA
EPC
GHG
IPCC

District Network Operator of electricity
Environment Agency
Eversley Parish Council
Greenhouse gases, principally CO2
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Cahnge

LED
MDG
NPlan
OS
PV
RCCP

Light emitting diode lamps
Millenium Development Goals
Neighbourhood plan
Ordinance Survey
Photovoltaic modules
Reading Climate Change Partnership

SANG
SDG
SG
SSI
UN

Suitable alternative natural greenspace
Sustainable Development Goals
Steering Group, Neighbourhood Plan
Site of Scientific Interest
United Nations

YDF
YTC

Yateley, Darby Green and Frogmore
Yateley Town Council

Members of YDF Steering Group
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1.1 Introduction
The YDF Neighbourhood Plan will sit under the Local Plan of Hart Council and will provide planning
guidance on how Yateley, Darby Green and Frogmore (YDF) should evolve over the next 15 years.
The plan considers how the area’s physical infrastructure interacts with its natural surroundings and
the environment. It then considers how planning should be guided by the need to preserve
biodiversity, sustain ecosystems and undertake local actions to limit the environmental impact of
energy usage in housing and from transport.
A Steering Group (SG) has been set up by the Town Council to formulate a Plan and to undertake the
statutory consultations with local inhabitants and with neighbouring settlements.
The Plan comprises a set of policy guidelines in 18 areas which have been collated into 5 groups due
to the synergy between related topics
In this Annex the background, rationale and evidence base is described for each policy area together
with recommendations and principal references.
The first draft of the Plan and Annex will form the basis of the questionnaire that will be delivered to all
YDF’s inhabitants to obtain their comments and suggestions for incorporation into a second draft.
Rayner Mayer
For YDF Steering Group

Reference: YDF Neighbourhood Plan can be accessed at www.ydf-np.org.uk
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1.2 Origin of Yateley
Swedish historian Eilert Ekwall in 1936 assumed in his Oxford published "Origin of English Place
Names" that the name of Yateley was dervived from "gate" (to Windsor Great Park) and "leah" (a
clearing in the forest). It is unlikely that the Swede ever visited England at all, but it is accepted that he
used a number of sources including a letter from Sir Thomas Phillippes to Albert Way, Esq, about the
derivation of the Yate family, whose crest consisted of 3 gates and a goat's head which played on an
Anglo Saxon pun of West Country pronunciations of "goat" and "gate" was the same as "yat" and
"yate", and had absolutely nothing to do with Yateley in Hampshire.
1902
Yateley locals in 1902 happily accepted that the name was derived from "Ait-lea" and that the entry in
Domesday long accepted as Effelle was a misreading of "Ettelle" as the earliest references to the
name was Yatele (1248); Yateley (1316); Yhateleghe (1334); Yeatley, Yately (xvi cent.).
In 1248 three "the Miller"s were listed by name, Geoffrey, John and Ralph, so the mill must have
busy. Many teen net paid fines for encroachment on the common land beyond the virgates they
rented. A virgate was a long thin strip of land “virgate” meant rod-like, and generally accepted as a
quarter of a hide, or about 30 acres, although the virgates in Yateley averaged out at half that, which
might be what encouraged encroachment to increase the land under the plough.
The ait next to Mill Farm has been completely destroyed by gravel workings throughout the 20th
centuries. Incidentally the river Blackwater was once known as Dudda's Brook in Saxon times, Dudda
being a common by name or nickname (meaning "round", the modern derivative survives in the name
Dudley)
Reference
Whiston, White, Robson Baker and Leigh, and Brown (Editors) (1847). Archaeologia: Or,
Miscellaneous Tracts, Relating to Antiquity.., Volume 32
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2.1
Aim

Sustainable development

To consider actions which will promote sustainable development in each policy area

Sustainable development aims to reconcile the desire for higher living standards for all people with
protection and enhancement of the environment, there being an obligation on the present generation
to leave the world in a fit state for succeeding generations to enjoy. To celebrate the Millennium in
2000, the UN General Assembly agreed a set of Millennium Development goals (MDGs) , which
involved primarily promoting sustainable development in developing countries to meeting human
needs by 2015.
These successful interventions led the world leaders at a special meeting of the General Assembly of
the United Nations in September 2015 to accept a new set of Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) for the following 15 years from 2016 to 2030. Ban-Ki Moon, the UN Secretary General
observed that “we need to tackle root causes and do more to integrate the economic, social and
environmental dimensions of sustainable development …. and to leave no one behind and to create a
world of dignity for all”.
The SDG goals are shown below.

Figure 2.1

Sustainable development goals

Though limiting climate change is only one of 17 SDGs, it will impact many of the other goals in any
Neighbourhood Plan making these harder to achieve such as achieving sustainable settlements,
promoting ecosystems and reversing biodiversity loss.
Recommendation
R1
That the Plan consider actions which will promote sustainable development
Reference
https://www.un.org>sustainabledevelopment>sustainable-development goals
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2.2

Policy areas

By reviewing Hart’s Local Plan and Neighbourhood Plans of adjacent Parishes, 18 policy areas have
been identified and arranged in 5 groups in each of which there is a synergy between the topics Environment
 Limiting climate change
 Promoting biodiversity
 Encouraging green planting
Infrastructure
 Reducing incidence of flooding
 Protecting green spaces and strategic gaps
 Providing good telecommunications
 Upgrading infrastructure
Housing
 Promoting good local design
 Enhancing the environmental design of buildings
 Optimising housing mix including affordable homes
 Identifying development sites
 Sympathetic redevelopment of business premises
 Protecting historic buildings
Transport
 Reducing the impact of transport
 Encouraging active travel
 Adopting car parking provision
Leisure
 Providing good leisure facilities
 Providing community allotments and orchard
The background, rationale and evidence base is described for each policy area together with one or
more recommendations
References
Hart Local Plan https://www.hart.gov.uk/local-plan-examination-library-2018
YDF Neighbourhood Plan can be accessed at www.ydf-np.org.uk
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2.3

Consultation Process

Having identified the relevant policy areas, the members of the Steering Group are consulting widely
with YDF’s inhabitants including students attending local schools. A draft set of policies have been
formulated following discussion with interested organisations and persons.
Once approved by the Steering Group, the outline Plan will be uploaded to the Plan’s website and a
questionnaire circulated to each inhabitant to gain their input to the Plan. From these responses, a
second draft will be prepared and uploaded to our website to obtain any further comments.
The Plan will then be submitted to Hart District Council for their consideration and further consultation
with local inhabitants and formal approval.
Hart DC will then submit the Plan to an independent examiner such as the Planning Inspectorate in
Bristol for their approval.
The Plan will finally be subject to a referendum involving all YDF’s inhabitants with a view to adopting
the Plan.
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2.4

School involvement

To engage young people who would be most affected by a changing climate and warmer world, a
poster competition was organised with students from 7 schools in the area participating –
 Westfields Infants and Junior
 Newlands Primary
 Yateley Manor (up to age 13)
 Frogmore Infants
 Frogmore Community College
 Yateley School
The challenge was to identify local actions which could limit climate change. The invitation to schools
and the competition flyer are illustrated in figures 2.2 and 2.3. The best entries in each year group
were awarded a certificate (figure 2.4) and these students presented their proposals in their Assembly
to their fellow students.
A subsequent exhibition of posters was organised for Saturday 29 February at Darby Green
Community Centre at which the questionnaire was officially launched

Figure 2.2 Climate Change poster competition
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Yateley, Darby Green & Frogmore
Neighbourhood Plan
Think
ing globally and acting locally

25 November 2019

Limiting climate change through local actions
2019 poster competition
The Competition
Climate change has become of increasing concern as projections undertaken the UK Met Office last
year suggest that there will be substantial increases in extreme weather conditions, hotter, drier
summers and warmer, wetter winters with possible increases in average temperatures of up to 6 C. .
We are therefore organising a poster competition to raise awareness of the need to limit climate
change and what local actions can be undertaken to limit such changes such as
 Reducing carbon emissions from heating homes
 Providing more convenient, safer ways to travel locally by increasing provision of public
transport, and creating pavements and cycle lanes for walking, scootering and cycling
 Increasing biodiversity by green planting of trees, hedgerows and wild flower areas.
The poster
Limiting climate change through local actions will therefore form the theme of our 2019 poster
competition. We seek, through artwork, the suggestions of your students of actions that can be
undertaken locally to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases responsible for global warming as an
input to our neighbourhood plan. It would be great to involve the School Councils in this initiative, as a
way of engaging students collectively.
Posters should be –
 No large than A3 in size
 Use any medium
 Be informative, colourful and suggestive
th

The submission deadline for entries is 16 January 2020.
The best entries in each age range will receive a certificate and their art work may subsequently be
used to illustrate our Plan (with due acknowledgement).
Introducing the topic
To introduce the topic, teachers could discuss with their students the following –
 What local changes in climate have been observed?
 Why the climate is changing?
 What actions can we undertake locally to limit climate change?
 How can we encourage biodiversity and enhance green planting of tress, hedgerows and wild
flower area within our school grounds and locally?
Additional educational resources can be downloaded from the website www.changingwithclimate.info
Rayner Mayer
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
rayner@sciotech.demon.co.uk
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Figure 2.4 Climate change poster certificate

14

3

Environment

3.1 Limiting climate change
Aim To reduce carbon emissions locally in line with UK climate change act
Limiting carbon emissions
Climate change is occuring because greenhouse gases which arise primarily as a by product in the
combustion of fossil fuels congregate in the upper atmosphere. As these gases absorb some of the
sunlight reflected by the earth’s surface, they result in global warming.
Leaving carbon in the ground
There is however an upper limit to
the global carbon budget if the
average global temperature rise is
0
to be limited to 2 C or less. ThIs
requires much of the remaining
fossil fuel reserves to be left in the
ground (Figure 3.1).
We will by 2020 have already used
up some two thirds of the global
carbon budget of 886 Gt CO2
leaving a remaining amount of ca
300 Gt CO2 to be consumed.
0

Figure 3.1 Global carbon budget to limit average global temperature rise to 2 C
12

The most recent predictions by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC, 2018) suggest that the
average global temperature increase has
to be limited to 1.5 C to avoid irreversible
changes in climate . As the IPCC has
noted, to prevent this limit being
exceeded, will require the world’s carbon
emissions to peak as soon as possible.

Zero carbon by 2050

Gt C/yr
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Assuming this peak date is reached by
2020, carbon emissions will then have to
decrease by 7% year on year up to 2050
if this upper carbon limit is not to be
exceeded (Figure 3.2).

Figure 3.2 Carbon reduction strategies (IPCC)
The longer it takes to stabilise global emissions, the more severe will be the subsequent reduction to
stay within the global budget limit.
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UK CP 18 projections
The UK Met Office has rerun its model for climate change projections in 2018 and the scenarios for
the region around Reading are more extreme than previously predicted (UK CP 18). The seasonal
mean averages for business as usual and zero carbon emissions are shown in figures 3.3 and 3.4.
Within the next 50 years the model’s predictions include –
 Warmer, drier
summers which will
reduce moisture content
of soils and impact
agriculture
 Warmer, wetter
winters which could
result in flooding as
rainfall becomes more
extreme
 Average
summer temperatures
0
up to 6 C hotter if
emissions are not rapidly
reduced (figure 3.3)

Figure 3.3 Climate projections for Reading region, business as usual scenario (UK Met Office)

Figure 3.4 Climate projections for Reading region, reducing carbon emissions to zero by 2050
scenario (UK Met Office)
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Reducing greenhouse gas emissions
Nicholas Stern (2009) has analysed in great detail the economic argument for investing now in low
carbon measures and argued that immediate actions were required as a kind of insurance policy
against future unpredictable changes in climate.
More recently Antonio Gutteres, the UN Secretary General noted at the special UN Climate Summit
on 23 September 2019 that
‘There is a cost to everything, but the biggest cost will be doing nothing to limit climate change’.
However over the past decade, emissions have continued to increase by 1.3% each year in spite of
pledges by 196 countries undertaken at COP 21 in Paris in 2015 (COP25).
UK Climate Change Act, 2007
This Act accepts the need for the UK to reduce its carbon emissions in line with its international
obligations and was amended in 2019 to set a target of zero emissions by 2050. All the most recent
evidence is that this date will have to be brought forward by at least one decade or more to ensure the
average temperature limit is not breached.
Any neighbourhood plan has therefore to initiate and support local actions by thinking globally but
acting locally
In formulating YDF’s Neighbourhood Plan, it has therefore been necessary to identify local sources of
greenhouse gas emissions and to ensure that policies reflect the need not to reduce sources of such
gases but also to increase the number of sinks that can absorb such gases.

Reducing our carbon footprint
Each of us is responsible for our own carbon emissions and so we have to reduce our carbon
emissions individually and collectively. The direct emissions which comprise the average carbon
footprint per person are illustrated in Figure 3.5.

kWh
electricity in home
space heating
water heating
car usage
public transport
leisure flights
water/sewage

Figure 3.5 Average carbon footprint per person (Berners-Lee)
From figure 3.5 it can be seen that the greatest emissions are associated with heating our homes and
our individual car usage and so it is in these areas where the greatest savings can be made.
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There is also a need to reduce our indirect emissions embedded in goods and services we buy or
use. The conversion from using imported fossil fuels to locally available renewable energy sources
will have an ever more important role in limiting gaseous emissions.

Benefits of moving to zero carbon


Environmental - reducing the likely increase in global average temperature and extreme
weather events such as prolonged drought or extreme rainfall leading to local flooding; such
actions will also help to secure future food supplies as moisture content of soil will decrease
with rising temperatures



Economic – reducing our energy usage, using energy more efficiently and converting from
imported fossil fuels to locally available renewable energy sources will ‘future proof’ against
rising cost of energy bills and cost of mitigation to reduce carbon emissions



Health
– reducing our carbon footprint will require actions which will result in better
insulated homes which will in turn will reduce condensation, lift people out of fuel poverty
whereas more use of public transport will reduce particulate emissions associated with car
usage



Social
- collective actions within our community to reduce impacts of climate change will
increase social cohesion and bequeath a legacy for succeeding generations

Mitigation measures
The Neighbourhood Plan should facilitate carbon reductions from existing settlements and ensure that
any new development will add minimal carbon emissions to the environment. It therefore has to
include mitigation measures which involves using less energy, using it more efficiently and
encouraging the uptake, installation and utilisation of local renewable energy sources. Some of these
actions can be undertaken individually, but others will require collective action like creating a district
energy network to supply geothermal heat.
For existing households this will require information and guidance as to best practice and access to
low or zero interest funding. For new developments it will be essential to ensure that these do not
contribute any appreciable increase to the existing carbon burden.
Adaptation measures
As it will not be possible to reduce individual carbon emissions to zero, adaptation measures will also
be required. These will comprise two sets –
 Reducing the impact of extreme weather events such as flooding and excessive heat or
drought
 Creating sinks to absorb local carbon emissions which can primarily be undertaken through
green planting
Recommendation
R2
That the Plan initiate actions which will facilitate reducing carbon emissions to zero, preferably
by 2040.
References
Nicholas Stern: Blueprint for a safer planet (Bodley Head, 2009)
IPCC Special Report: Global warming of 1.5 C and the impacts of global warming of 1.5 C above preindustrial level (Oct 2018)
UK CP 18 Climate Change Projections, (2018); https://ukclimateprojections.metoffice.gov.uk
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Mike Berners-Lee & Duncan Clark The burning question (Profile Books, 2013) describes the average
person’s carbon footprint in the UK
Proceedings UN General Assembly meeting on Climate Change, New York, 23/09/2019
Proceedings COP 25, Madrid, UN, Dec 2019
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3.2 Promoting biodiversity
Aim: To initiate community actions that will promote biodiversity and sustain ecosystems
Life on earth has evolved over hundreds of millions of years with the evolution of myriad of species,
each one of which has its own ecological niche. The natural diversity within species and between
species and ecosystems forms the basis for natural selection which has led to the life forms that exist
today. We are part of nature and the biosphere which supports today’s marine, freshwater and
terrestrial landscapes.
Biological resources feed and clothe us and provide housing, medicine and spiritual nourishment.
The natural ecosystems of forests, savannahs, pastures, deserts, tundra, rivers, lakes and seas
contain most of the Earth’s biodiversity.
No organism lives in isolation form other living things and each has its own way of life, which
contributes to the balance of nature. It is the harmonious and healthy functioning of all organisms
which is the concern of the Biodiversity Convention which was discussed and agreed at the ‘Earth’
Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992.
Declining populations
Insects are at the heart of the food web as they pollinate the large majority of plant species, keep soils
healthy, recycle nutrients and control pests so forming the cornerstone of all terrestrial ecosystems.
However recent surveys by IPBS and the Wildlife Trust shows that the world’s insect population is
rapidly declining and that one third of all species could become extinct. This reduction in turn will
impact many birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish that eat them which could result in them dieing of
starvation. In the UK the decline in bee and butterfly populations has been very significant so
weakening their ability to pollinate plants and their decline could have cascading effects on
ecosystems

Figure 3.6 Typical landscapes – wild flower meadows and trees
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Declining biodiversity
Biodiversity comprises a myriad of species from insects through to plants and animals. Landscapes in
which such species can co-exist include wildflower meadows and forests and existing areas need not
only to be preserved but increased in order to preserve various species whose numbers are
threatened.
For domesticated plants and animals, the lack of biodiversity is providing less protection against
diseases and fewer options for breeding plants and animals that will be better adapted to a changing
climate
Why has this all happened?
Increasing populations is a key factor as it reduces the habitats available for animals and plants while
pollution of the air and water have altered the environment in which animals and plants can grow.
In the oceans, overfishing and plastic pollution have played a big role in the decline of species and
stocks while rapid changes in climate has not allowed time or space for species to adapt.
In addition the human footprint is now so large that it leaves little space for other species. Three
quarters of all land has been turned into farm fields, covered by concrete or otherwise altered. The
scientific conclusion is that agriculture and deforestation are the primary cause of this decline of the
decline in biodiversity and their impact on ecosystems.
To reverse this trend it will be necessary to –
 reduce the use of pesticides
 convert to more organic forms of agriculture
 use less intensive farming practices
 limit global warming
 making our gardens more wildlife friendly and encouraging green planting wherever land is
available
Recommendations
R3
That to preserve and enhance biodiversity, preserve and strengthen local ecosystems and
habitats
References
UN Convention on Biological Diversity, Rio de Janeiro 1992 https://www.cbd.int/
Intergovernmental Science Policy Platform on Biodiversity (IPBS) , UNEP, April 2019
Sustaining Biodiversity and Ecosystems Wildlife Trust (2019)
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3.3 Encouraging green planting
Aim: To protect and encourage green planting of trees, hedges and wild flower meadows
Green planting not only enhances the appearance of the landscape but also provides a variety of
services which cannot be easily replicated at no additional cost other than minimum maintenance.
Such planting can take the form of trees, hedgerows or wild flower areas.
Carbon cycle
The element carbon can exist in both a gaseous form like carbon dioxide or in liquid or solid form by
combining with other elements to form compounds. Such compounds may be in the form of petrol,
diesel, living tissue or as inert compounds like carbonates present in many rocks constituting the
earth's crust. The process by which carbon is cycled between its various forms is called the carbon
cycle and this cycle has been implicated in many of the changes in the earth's climate over geological
time scales.
Tiny structures inside green leaves called chloroplasts use the energy of sunlight to break apart the
molecules of carbon dioxide (CO2). Plants use the carbon to form organic compounds which in turn
are used to build living tissue comprising leaves, flowers, bark and wood while the release of oxygen
helps humans, animals and insects to breathe.
Trees
Britain needs very many more trees according to the Committee on Climate Change to absorb carbon
dioxide and help restore wildlife. As recently as 2000 years ago, Britain was heavily forested and
woodlands have managed themselves through fully functioning ecosystems. Increasing populations
and clearance of woodlands for agriculture and grazing have reduced tree cover to less than 8%.
Government funding is available as the most recent target was to plant 11m trees in the five years
from 2017 and the number planted is below the average required to meet this target.
The hardwood of broadleaf trees traps more carbon than softwood which tends to grow faster. If
planted on suitable sites, both types of woodland store similar amounts of carbon over a period of 50
years or more. Native species like oak, beech and walnut provide shelter while rowan, hazel and
beech provide nuts and berries. Alder and willow are suitable for damp land and flood reduction.
Hedgerows
These were much more numerous at an earlier era and like trees, provide shelter for wildlife and take
up carbon dioxide. They require minimum maintenance but it is common practice to trim them
annually to minimise the space they occupy. There is no reason why hedgerows should not be
promoted and replanted where possible around the edges of fields.
Wildflower areas
There are currently few wildflower areas within the Parish as much of the available green space is
either managed by cutting or allowing trees and scrub to regenerate. This is detrimental to pollinators
like bees and butterflies whose numbers have significantly declined. This in turn will affect the
growing of crops which require pollination like orchards.
Heathlands
These form a site of special interest and are managed primarily by volunteers organised by the
Blackwater Valley rangers. As an SSI these areas cannot be developed.
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Limiting extreme weather conditions
As one of the predictions of climate change modelling is the increasing frequency of extreme weather
conditions, preserving and encouraging more green planting will enable surface water to be soaked
up during periods of extreme rainfall thus limiting the extent of flooding.
Extending green planting will provide shade and limit exposure to direct sunlight during periods of
intense heat.
Encouraging biodiversity
There has occurred a significant reduction in the number of species and their concentration. It is
therefore necessary to provide conditions in terms of shelter and food where species can congregate
and multiply. Increasing the number of trees, hedgerows and wildflower areas is therefore the best
way of restoring conditions that will reverse the decline of species.
Adaptation
In addition to measures to mitigate against climate change, it will also be necessary to undertake
measures to adapt to a changing climate. Extensive tree planting is probably the simplest and least
costly of all measures to reduce carbon emissions the Climate Change Committee has set a target of
planting three billion trees by 2050 as part of Britain’s contribution to end global warming. It is
therefore necessary not only to preserve green planting, but also to extend it wherever possible and
this is an important reason for providing strategic gaps between settlements like Yateley/Eversley and
Yateley/Sandhurst.
Recommendation
R4
That to mitigate the effects of a changing climate, encourage and extend green planting
Reference
Sustaining Biodiversity and Ecosystems, Wildlife Trust (2019)
Climate Change Committee Net zero: UK’s contribution to reducing global warming (2019)
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4

Infrastructure

4.1 Reducing incidence of flooding
Aim: To reduce the incidence of flooding
Background
This section considers the development of water management in the Parish, the existing rivers,
streams, and water courses which have evolved, and concerns as to whether they are still maintained
to the degree required to avoid the kind of flooding that recently hit Yorkshire.
Unfortunately, hard facts for flooding locally are difficult, because there are so many questions to be
raised as the amount of culverting, the sizes and capacity, and the responsibility for maintenance is
so unclear. The Environment Agency (EA) are themselves poorly resourced and they have no records
of local flash flooding that was endured in the Moulsham Lane and Vicarage Road area in about 2007
that we have clear photographic evidence of.
The Environment Agency are the only Agency with Government muscle that could conduct and
manage a survey, forcing landowners through which streams, ditches, culverts and balancing ponds
run, and drainage "authorities" (commercial companies like Thames Water) and Hampshire Highways
who manage road drainage to state exactly what capacity lies where and where water is drained to.
OS maps show open water courses, but the EA flood maps only show various coloured blobs
indicating where flood risks lie without stating where the causes of those flood risks might arise so
that preventative measures can be planned and implemented before rather than after the event.
Anchor Homes' Hampshire Lakes project was delayed and involved much greater work and costs
than they originally envisaged, because the information EA supplied about the water table and
underground streams was completely inadequate, and the Renaissance scheme for the Gaydon
House and Monteagle Motors site fell through because the EA insisted on an expensive flood
alleviation scheme that the site development couldn’t sustain, posing a problem for any future
development.
Historical perspective
Yateley is a settlement between the higher lowland heath to the south and the floodplain of the
Blackwater to the north, in fact the river forms the boundary between the counties of Hampshire and
Berkshire. Traditionally, the locals farmed as pasture the fertile strip between the heath and the river,
with much of the land having a high water table, the subcutaneous strata being Bagshot Sand, sand
and gravel, deposits made when this was once a shallow inland sea. The names "Blackwater" literally
means black-water or dark water, having its origins in Aldershot which was open moorland, acidic and
bitter tasting, while to the west the river Hart rises in Crondall which has a subsoil of sand, gravel and
chalk, while the river Whitewater arises in Greywell, which light loam on chalk and clay. Therefore
pools of freshwater from streams from the light loads of the common were more palatable than the
river.
Blackwater River
Although in years gone by the river was allowed to flood on its floodplain on either bank, to regularly
fertilise the pastureland, over the centuries the banks have been built up and all along the river crops
like barley and hops were grown between those areas of permanent pasture. The river Blackwater is
a shallow waterway which varies between 33cm and 1.5m deep as it runs through Yateley.
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There are a large number of man-made lakes and pools fed by sluice gates and feeding overflow
back into the river, particularly in Ash Vale, Mytchett, Frimley, Camberley, Hawley and Sandhurst that
we’re probably formed from gravel extraction.
These pools are not to be confused with natural lakes like Mytchett and Great Bottom Flash which are
natural depressions that were utilised by the Basingstoke Canal in 1794 to keep the canal topped up
with water.
Around the river in Yateley, on both banks, are a large number of enclosed lakes and ponds which
have been formed from gravel extraction, which contributes to the high water table throughout the
bottom of the valley.
These ponds and lakes, many quite large, were mainly created through much of the 20th century,
mostly sand and gravel for type 1 gravel hardcore for road bases and no doubt for other building
purposes like concrete. Most of this gravel extraction has in the last fifty years has now moved
downstream to Eversley and there unlikely to be any more gravel extraction within the parish of
Yateley while the Commons are still protected.
The Blackwater River once had an island in it, known as an "ait", mentioned as late as 1902. This ait
covered about half an acre of pasture, next to which the Yateley Mill was built. The first mill no doubt
predates the Domesday Book and continued in use (no doubt rebuilt several times over, as
mentioned in 1567) until about 1887 when improved roads and the rail network made the local mill
less viable.
Yateley’s pools
Yateley has a series of pools on Yateley Common flowing down Cricket Hill now known as Hospital
Pond (behind what used to be the School House from 1834, then a cottage, in which a doctor may
have practised for some time, then a Hospital from 1900 to 1974 and then demolished and
Heathlands Court built).
Next is Wyndham's Pool which was probably dredged and enlarged by the Wyndham family who
owned Hall Place from 1722. Thomas Wyndham also bought Minley Manor in 1740 from John Tylney
and the pool was probably deepened and extended to help drain the Minley farmland where Gibraltar
Barracks is presently. There's another pond behind the houses opposite Cricket Green, and the
recently renovated Cricket Hill Pond (originally known as Hilfield Pond), which again drains into the
Blackwater. "Strowde Poole" is mentioned in 1248 and 1567.
When the Minley Estate was bought from the Wyndhams, the land was apparently still poorly drained,
so the 15ha Hawley Lake was dug out in 1893 and therefore helping to drain the Minley estates.
Fish farming
These pools were used for fish farming carp (an Asian species introduced by the Romans) during the
period when the Church of Rome controlled English parishes as from the earliest years of Christianity
observers of the faith were required to abstain from eating warm-bloodied animals on Fridays
throughout the year and Wednesdays and Fridays in Lent. Being so far from the sea, river or pond
fish was the only alternative to a plain vegetarian diet. Fish was expensive so was a valuable
commodity in the region. These pools also provided a primitive form of water management in
medieval times and helped drain lower levels of the heathland to enable the, to be encroached on and
used for arable farming.
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Streams draining into Blackwater river
There are a number of streams running south to north from the heathland to drain into the Blackwater.
On the west side of Cricket Hill is the river Hand, which was once forded by Handford Lane. The Hand
runs past the Casa, and then as an open stream down the Royal Oak Valley (in truth the Hand
Valley), until culverted under the Reading road and down Sandhurst Road to the river Blackwater.
The flood risk from this brook is around Yateley Lodge, Lodge Grove, Sandhurst Road, Weybridge
Mead,
Next west is the Dungells Stream which runs down the east side of Hall Lane in the form of an open
ditch and culverted under the Reading Road close to the White Lion, from there to the river
Blackwater beyond North Fryerne. Flooding from this culvert threatens Village Way, Vicarage Road
and the former Monteagle Motors garage.
Another stream used to run down Vigo Lane, into a pond on the south side of the junction with Vigo
Lane and Old Monteagle Lane, which has now been filled in (presumably by the developers of Hardy
Avenue and Shelley Walk in the 1970s. This used to be linked to the pool shown on the 1844 Tithe
map at the west side of where School Lane meets Firgrove Road. The large culvert can be seen
running under School Lane from east to west but little water flows through that culvert, the flow
presumably diverted elsewhere when the School was constructed in 1968.
The small trickle out flowing from the School Lane pool runs as an open ditch along the south side of
the Firgrove Road, then is culverted under the road to reappear running down the east side of The
Link, under the Reading Road and runs north as an open ditch in front of the houses on the east of
Moulsham Lane until disappearing in culverts down to the river Blackwater. The flooding from this flow
of water affects Moulsham Lane and Vicarage Road, and presently subjected to a new water
management scheme agreed between the developers of the Urnfield and the Environment Agency.
The stream which forms the western parish boundary with Eversley runs behind the Monteagle
estate, under Firgrove, between Love Lane and Bracken Lane estate and through Crosby Gardens
through to the River. Flooding from this stream appear restricted to north area of Moulsham Green
Other ponds and relationship to flooding
Ponds in the area are notorious for silting up. Yateley is based on Bagshot Sands which means fine
particles are continuously shifted by rainwater and carried by running streams, but these particles
quickly precipitate out once the waters reach a pool or pond. A pool is a generally referring to a body
of water that has an input and output, therefore a flow of fresh water, ideal for refreshing livestock; a
pond tends to have no outflow and therefore stagnant, but may have enough oxygenators to sustain
fish life and waterfowl.
Darby Green Pond and Shute's Pond on Yateley Green have been dredged recently and are probably
ok for another 20/30 years. Neither of them are considered flood risks.
Chandlers Lane Pond was last cleared out about 30 years ago and now holds little water. YTC has
identified that this pond needs digging out again in the next couple of years and the surrounding trees
and undergrowth needs thinning to allow more light to encourage more diverse pond life.
Again, this is a pond that is not linked to flood alleviation schemes, but highlighted to be improved for
its amenity value.
There are two or three ponds in Goose Green which have been neglected for decades and need work
to restore them. The one bordering on the roundabout at the bottom of Hall Lane is possibly fed by
ditches along Yateley Green and would be of value should the Dungells Stream flood.
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What was once a farm pond on the west side of Moulsham Lane that is choked with weed and it
would be useful to have this cleared and deepened should there be any flood problems in the area. It
is unclear if any potential overflowing of this pond is linked via piping to the stream running down the
east side of Moulsham Lane.
Road side drains
The next point to consider is the roadside drains, where does the rainwater go? Keeping roadside
drains clear of leaves and debris is essential to ensure that rainwater is drained away from the road
surface as quickly and efficiently as possible, not just for the immediate safety of motorised and non
motorised vehicles being inconvenienced by standing water, but because water will always find its
own way to drain, means that the fine material that makes up the core base of roads is washed away
forming sink holes, leading to collapse of the water pipes, which then increases the chance of sink
holes and the cracking or, in extreme cases, the collapse of roads.
Roadside drains should have its own network of drains leading down to the river Blackwater, but who
knows where these are and how well are they maintained by Hampshire Highways or Thames Water?
Local experience is that Highways England stopped routine preventative maintenance of the autumn
clearing of ditches to a policy of only clearing flooded ditches, despite warnings by experts that they
were saving £50 per drain cleaning costs for £100,000 traffic disruption digging up roads to replace
collapsed drains and rebuilding roads. With the reduced Government funding of Counties, it is likely
that Hampshire County Council have also cut back of preventive maintenance of roadside drains.
The streams identified above, plus other roadside ditches are often within the curtilage of the houses
behind them, farmers of open fields, or other landowners, such as YTC. Who maintains these ditches,
who even checks that they are maintained? Where these streams are crossed by driveways, is there
a standard size of culvert relevant to each stream's potential maximum flow, and again are they
regularly checked for clearance by any agency and are any issues addressed and enforced?
Recent flooding
th
rd
The autumn of 2019 was the 5 wettest autumn in the UK since records began. By December 23
almost 300 flood alerts and warnings were in place from Middlesborough to the South Coast.
In Yateley rain was recorded on almost all days over more than a two month period beginning in early
October so that the existing ground became saturated as there was insufficient time for the water to
drain away. By 20 December the Blackwater River had overflowed its banks and merged with the
existing lakes and the water level was up against Mill Lane Bridge while Mill Lane itself was flooded
just beyond the Bridge (figures 4.1 to 4.3).
Climate Change Projections
As discussed in section 3.1, the most recent climate change projections by the UK Met Office predict
more extreme weather events and wetter periods during the winter. What has happened in the
autumn of 2019, is an indication of what is likely to happen more often and with more prolonged
period of rain.
Recommendations
R5
That to reduce the incidence of flooding, do not permit any further development in any area
lieing within the 1 in 100 year flood plain including the Blackwater River valley.
Reference
EA flood maps are located at https://flood-map-for-planning.service.gov.uk
Proceedings Parish Flood Forum, Hart DC, 25/11/2019
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Figure 4.1 Blackwater River overflowing banks by Mill Lane, 22/12/2019

Figure 4.2 Blackwater River flowing under Mill Lane Bridge, 22/12/2019
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Figure 4.3 Flooding of Mill Lane adjacent to Blackwater River, 22/12/2019
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4.2 Protecting green spaces and strategic gaps
Aim: To preserve existing strategic gaps and green spaces between settlements
The Planning Inspectorate in Bristol has ruled that strategic gaps between settlements should be
considered within Neighbourhood Plans rather than Local Plans. The major gaps are between Yateley
and Eversley and Yateley and Sandhurst in the north and in the south, heathlands are protected as a
Site of Special Interest with the exception of Blackbushe airport and its surroundings. To the East
there is a gap between Yateley and Hawley, whose Neighbourhood Plan has already been approved.
The Steering Group is exploring with both Eversley Paris Council and Sandhurst Town Council the
desirability of these councils also adopting a neighbourhood plan in order to preserve their strategic
gaps with Yateley. Since the strategic gaps reside primarily within Eversley Parish and at least half in
Sandhurst Parish, this creates a problem for Yateley as developers will choose to develop dwellings
in areas which are not forbidden by Neighbourhood Plans. The principle has been set by Hartley
Wintney whose approval of their Neighbourhood Plan has resulted in the Planning Inspectorate
turning down an application to build 700 houses in the west of the Parish.
Importance of strategic gaps
There is a need to undertake measures to mitigate as well as adapt to a changing climate and
strategic gaps can perform both functions if they are of sufficient size relative to the settlement.
Flooding
The major source of drainage in Yateley Parish is the Blackwater River and so it is essential to
preserve the strategic gaps located either side of this River to limit the amount of flood water entering
the River during times of excessive downpours. For this reason no development should be allowed
within the 1 in 100 year flood plain taking into the increased likelihood of extreme weather events
such as the flooding in South Yorkshire and Oxfordshire incurred in November 2019.
Preservation becomes of ever greater importance as developers seek permission to develop those
areas not protected Neighbourhood Plans and permitted upstream development to the west of the
Parish.
Leisure
Strategic gaps provide areas for leisure activities including walking, observing nature and preserving
biodiversity through rewilding such areas
Adaptation
Strategic gaps provide areas where trees can be planted which draw down carbon dioxide which
otherwise could congregate as greenhouse gases in the upper atmosphere so increasing the
likelihood of global warming.
The current Government target is to plant 30 million trees by 2025 while the Climate Change
Committee has recommended planting 1.5 billion trees so space will have to be found in every Parish
Blackbushe airport
Blackbushe airport occupies land that was previously common land and is becoming more used as
Farnborough airport comes against a ceiling limit. However should the airport, close it will be very
desirable for this land to return to common ownership and be repopulated with either heathland and/or
trees to promote green planting and draw down carbon emissions
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Recommendations
R6
That to limit the impact of extreme weather events, preserve all existing green spaces and
strategic gaps
Reference

Hart Local Plan https://www.hart.gov.uk/local-plan-examination-library-2018

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-delivers-new-10m-fund-to-plant-over-130000urban-trees
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4.3 Providing good telecommunications
Aim - To ensure all new development has access to modern and high-quality
telecommunications and broadband
Current capability
Most homes within the Neighbourhood Plan area have access to cable and broadband, which are
increasing essential for business and home-working. The benefits to the community of home-working
are considerable as it reduces traffic and enhances support of village facilities.
While current mobile phone signal strength within the Neighbourhood Plan area is generally
adequate, it is important that this is kept under review to ensure that it is properly maintained and
guarded against overloading.
The Town Council should monitor the situation and put pressure on service providers should
residents report deteriorations in the system

New developments
For any developments, it will be important to ensure that good telecommunications will be
available and accessible
Recommendations
R7
That to provide complete coverage for the area, ensure provision of good telecommunications
everywhere
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4.4 Upgrading local energy infrastructure
Aim: To upgrade local generation of electricity and heat
To reduce transmission and distribution losses, local generation of electricity and heat should be
considered. This will also be necessary as the Government has decreed that gas will no longer be
allowed as a heat source after 2025 in new homes and so alternative sources of heat will have to be
utilised.
Of the available low carbon heating technologies, only heat pumps are a proven and viable
technology for in urban settlements like YDF ( Mayer, 2019). Heat pumps are low carbon because
they concentrate the low grade heat present in the air, ground, rivers or lakes so energy is only
required to convert the heat to a useful form. So only one unit of electricity is required to produce up
to four units of heat output

Local electricity generation by photovoltaic modules
Conversion of sunlight directly into electricity through the photovoltaic process is the dominant form of
generating electricity locally. These solar cells are in the form of modules whose typical dimensions
are 0.7 x 1.5 m and are generally roof mounted. There are currently in excess of 800,000 houses in
the UK with photovoltaic modules which are almost all roof mounted.
Advantages
 The technology can be used almost anywhere since sunlight is available everywhere.
 The PV modules (like solar thermal) can generally be roof mounted so their energy can be
consumed locally thereby avoiding electricity losses associated with transmission and
distribution.
 The installation size can be easily adjusted according to needs and available space.
 There is no operational pollution, no gaseous discharge, no waste, no risk of physical
accidents and no safety issues.
 There is very little maintenance or repairs as there are no moving parts.
Disadvantages
 The roof of the building has to be correctly orientated i.e. south facing
 The daily and seasonal variation can be overcome by either on site storage or connection to
the electricity grid
A typical output for a 1.75 kW (peak) module array is 1600 kWh/year which is approximately 40-50%
of the average electricity demand (Table 4.1). This would result in a savings of £320 per annum if all
the electricity is consumed locally. As a typical installation cost would be about £3200, this would give
a payback time of 10 years compared with the module life of 25 years.
Table 4.1: PV array, roof mounted, cost and savings
Annual energy
Annual
Annual
consumption/
energy
savings (£)
production(kWh) cost (£)
Average annual 3200 (e)
640
electricity bill
(consumption)
PV solar array
1600 (e)
320
320
1.75 kW (peak)
(production )
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Annual
emissions
(kgCO2)

Carbon
savings
(kgCO2)

860

-

430

430

Notes
 7 panels generating 250 W (peak) totalling 1.75 kW (peak)
 Typical output for roof mounting SE to SW would be 1,600 kWh(e)/year
 Assume that all electricity generated is consumed or stored on site in form of electric or hot
water storage
 Unit cost electricity 0.20 p/kWh; 0.27 kg CO2/kWh ( e)
As there is no longer a feed-in-tariff, utilities do not necessarily have to pay for any electricity that is
exported from new installations. While the Government has suggested that utilities should pay
5.4p/kWh (the current deemed price), even this rate is far less than utilities charge for any unit
consumed. So if not all the electricity can be used when generated then it may well be beneficial to
use any excess electricity to heat hot water or store in a battery for future use when demand exceeds
supply.

Solar water heating
While the above heating sources will produce both space and water heating, solar water heating
utilises the ability of a collector to absorb the infra red portion of sunlight to supply hot water. The flat
plate collector is the most commonly used system with water flowing through small tubes which are
attached to a black absorber plate which is heated by the absorption of sunlight’s infra-red rays.
To provide a continuous supply of hot water, a secondary heating system is required when there is
insufficient sunlight. Thus a typical hot water heating system comprises the solar collector, a hot water
storage tank with two heat exchanger coils and the associated pipe work.
During summer there is generally sufficient radiation to provide almost all the hot water demand,
whilst during the winter the proportion produced by solar radiation is much less. Overall about 5060% of the annual hot water demand per UK household can be met.
The energy and carbon savings compared with heating water via a gas boiler are compared in Table
2. While such a source could save about half the average domestic demand, a typical installation
cost would be ca £2500 giving a payback time around 30 years at current gas prices.
Table 5.2: Hot water source, consumption & cost
Annual energy
consumption (kWh)

Annual energy
cost (£)

Annual
savings (£)

Annual
emissions
(kgCO2)
600

Gas boiler
3000 (g)
150
Solar water
1600 (s)
0
80
0
heater
Notes
 Consumption based on UK average demand for water heating (EST)
 Typical annual output from 4 solar panels, roof mounted
 Roof orientated SE to SW
 Unit cost gas 5p/kWh; 0.20 kg CO2/kWh .

Annual carbon
savings
(kgCO2)
320

Both solar electric and solar thermal modules can be roof mounted. However if the data in table 4.1 is
compared with that in table 5.2, it emerges that for limited roof space, investment in solar electric
would be more beneficial in terms of energy and carbon savings.
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Low carbon heating
Limiting climate change will require conversion to low carbon heating. It is also highly likely in view of
the most UK Met Office predictions (UK CP 18) that gas systems in existing dwellings will also need to
be converted to low carbon heating systems when their gas boilers need replacing
Ground source heat pumps (GSHP) are favoured over air source heat pumps for the following
reasons  Efficiency is independent of outside air temperature
 Lower demand on low voltage network particularly in very cold weather when efficiency of air
source heat pumps decreases with air temperature
 Possible to create district energy networks which can supply geothermally heated water to
individual dwellings via a flow/return ground loop.

District energy networks
For urban settlements like YDF, the most practical solution to
provide low carbon space and water heating will be to create
district energy networks. Such networks will comprise
communal borehole arrays located where communal land is
available

Water in the form of a brine mixture is pumped through this
array and heat is transferred from the ground to heat the water
0
to between 10 and 15 C.
Figure 4.1: Graph of average subsurface temperatures for
the UK vs. depth (RCCP, 2019)

YDF geology
British Geological Survey has been consulted and have summarised YDF’s geology as follows (Lewis, 2019) Yateley (GU46) is underlain by superficial deposits alongside the Blackwater River in the north (river
terrace deposits and alluvium) over Eocene age bedrock comprising mainly sands, consisting at
surface, Camberley Sand Formation (south), Windlesham Formation (central area) and Bagshot
Formation (north-west). So in the south of the area there will be the following succession:
 Camberley Sand Formation up to 28 m,
 Windlesham Formation 14-20 m,
 Bagshot Formation about 20-30 m,
 London Clay Formation about 80-100 m thick,
 Lambeth Group 20-30 m thick,
 Chalk
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With the succession starting lower down with the Bagshot Formation in the north-west. The Chalk is
therefore at considerable depth across the area, with its top about 120 m down in the north-west and
maybe as much as 160 m in the south (Lewis, 2019).
Locating the network
While YDF’s geology differs from Reading (RCCP, 2019) the available geological evidence is that a
borehole 100m deep could supply between 5.0 and 6.0 kW of heat output on a long term sustainable
basis.
The available evidence suggests that the
borehole arrays can be spaced 5 to 7 metres
apart (Abesser and Busby, 2015) on land that
can be restored to their original use (figure
4.2)
Figure 4.2 Land restored at the University
of Reading after sinking a communal
borehole array of 25 boreholes 100m deep
spaced 5m apart

This geothermally heated water can then be
pumped via flow and return pipes located
under verges or pavements to individual
GSHPs located in each dwelling.
It will be important to characterise the shallow
geothermal resource that underlies YDF in
order to determine whether it will be possible
to provide geothermal heat to all YDF’s 7000 dwellings by undertaking some demonstration projects
to measure the sustainable heat flow.
Cost/benefit analysis
For a rolling bulk programme of drilling, supplying geothermally heated water by ground loops, a
factor of two reduction in one off costs (RCCP, 2019) seems reasonable, giving an average cost of
say £3K per dwelling and a likely infrastructure upgrade cost of £21M for all YDF’s 7,000 houses.
Such an infrastructure upgrade would need to be planned in considerable detail to minimise disruption
to existing services and is a prerequisite for any large scale installation of GSHPs in individual homes.
The investment in the district energy network of £3k per household which if amortised over a period of
100 years, could be recovered by an annual payment (standing charge) of £30/household/year if
funding could be obtained at zero interest rate. Such an infrastructure charge would be substantially
lower than that currently being charged by other utilities like gas and electricity.

Electric charging points
The introduction of electric vehicles will require the availability of some facilities for recharging their
battery packs. However within the YDF area, there is only parking to provide access to local shops.
As these shops are generally used by local inhabitants, their vehicles will not require recharging.
Where industrial premises are located provision of recharging points should be considered by owners
of the premises.
36

For residential areas where overnight recharging will be required, the local district network operator
(DNO) will have to consider how the additional demand can be met and whether the low voltage
network needs to be strengthened.
Recommendations
R8
That to reduce transmission and distribution losses, encourage local generation of electricity
and heat
R9
That to provide space and water heating with low carbon emissions, undertake demonstration
project(s) to characterise the shallow geothermal resource underlieing the YDF area
R10
That to facilitate conversion from gas to geothermal heating and from petrol to electric
vehicles, assess the capacity of low voltage electrical network to meet the expected increase in
demand
References:
C Abesser and J Busby Assessing the feasibility of high density subsurface heat extraction in urban
areas in Applied Science for our Changing Earth (2015)
Eurelectric: Electricity Generation in a Carbon Constrained World (Brussels, 2005)
M. Lewis Yateley’s Geology (British Geological Survey, 2019), communication to R Mayer
RCCP Space and water heating by ground source heat pumps – realising the potential of the
shallow geothermal resource of the Reading basin by R Mayer (Feasibility study, 2019)
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5

Housing

5.1 Promoting good local design
Aim To develop a policy in favour of good local design
Introduction
Good local design will enable existing settlements to be a beneficiary of buildings which will enhance
the existing stock and minimise their impact on the environment. The same attributes would also
apply to redevelopment of existing business premises.
Good local design should therefore incorporate within the Neighbourhood Plan the following attributes
–

Recognises the distinct attributes of the 3 communities which comprise the Parish and help to
integrate them

Considers how local actions can limit greenhouse gas emissions to the atmosphere in line with
the UK Climate Change Act and its target of zero carbon emissions by 2050

Identifies options for limiting the impacts of a changing climate including the occurrence of
extreme weather events

Accepts that the likelihood of flooding will increase due to more severe periods of rainfall and
development upstream of Yateley along the Blackwater river which will increase runoff into the
River

Maintains the strategic gaps between settlements as a means of mitigating the impact of
flooding

Preserves existing and promotes new areas of green planting like trees, hedgerows and wild
flower meadows to sustain and enhance biodiversity ecosystems

Accepts that any loss of such areas through development should be compensated by
replacement planting in other areas of the Parish

Ensures that any new developments do not add any appreciable burden to the existing carbon
burden of the Parish
Reducing emissions associated with buildings
Emissions from dwellings associated with heating (and in the future cooling) alongside that of
personal car use are the largest contributors to our carbon footprint. As the Government has
mandated that gas can no longer be used as a heating source from 2025 onwards for new build and
most likely subsequently for existing dwellings, conversion will then be required to low carbon heating
systems. As these systems are typified by high initial and low running costs, it is desirable to begin
‘future proofing’ older buildings now by retrofitting insulation to reduce their heat loss and
environmental emissions.
Energy performance of buildings is assessed whenever a building is rented or sold. This assessment
rates its performance in terms of both heat loss and environmental emissions on a scale of A (low) to
G (high) and provides the basis for labelling any building (figure 5.1). These labels also assess the
potential for design improvement which are described in a written report called the Energy
Performance Certificate.
For any new build it is recommended the design should aim to achieve a rating of A in both energy
performance and environmental impact.
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Figure 5.1 Energy and environmental label for buildings. The units in ( ) are heat loss in
2
2
kWh/m /year for energy efficiency and CO2 in kg/m /year for environmental impact
Good passive design features like roof overhang and balconies should be incorporated into new build
to cut off the direct sun rays during the hottest months of the year.
Increasing local generation of electricity and heat
To reduce transmission and distribution losses and their associated carbon emissions, energy should
be generated locally wherever possible. This will require inter alia the roofs of new buildings to be
orientated so that photovoltaic or solar thermal panels can be roof mounted.
By establishing district energy networks, geothermal heated water could be supplied to individual heat
pumps located in many, if not all, of YDF’s 7000 dwellings if the extent of the shallow geothermal
resource underlieing YDF can be quantified
Recommendation
R11
Incorporate good local design features to enhance the community sense of purpose and meet
the needs of any increase in population
References
M. Lewis: Yateley’s Geology (British Geological Survey), communication to R Mayer, 2019
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5.2 Enhancing environmental design of buildings
Aim - to move towards carbon neutrality and to improve carbon neutral features in current housing
stock.
Space (and water heating) alongside personal use of cars comprise the biggest sectors of our carbon
footprint. Since the number of new build in the next 15 years will be small compared with the existing
housing stock, policies are required which will reduce emissions from both sets of housing in order to
meet the zero carbon target by 2050 (UK Climate Change Act).
Phasing out of gas as a heating source
The Government has accepted the recommendation of the Committee on Climate Change and ruled
that no new housing can be heated by gas from 2025 onwards. However to meet the 2050 zero
carbon target, heating in existing homes will also have to start being converted to low carbon heating
systems when their boilers need replacing. The date for this latter phase out has not yet been
agreed, but will occur during the lifespan of this Plan if the 2050 carbon reduction target is to be
reached.
Reducing emissions from existing housing stock
Two actions are possible –
 Restoring thermal efficiency of radiators
 Upgrading insulation to level of 1994 building regulations

Restoring thermal efficiency of radiators
For existing dwellings, the simplest and most cost effective measure is to restore the thermal
efficiency of radiators by adding an inhibitor/descaler to the central heating water system.To limit
corrosion, the pH of central heating water system should be neutral (7.00). If not corrosion will occur
with any metallic parts of the heating system resulting in the build up of gaseous products inside
radiators and plating of inorganic salts plate on the inside of radiators which can reduce thermal
efficiency by 5-7% (Carbon Trust) (figure 5.2).

Figure 5.2 Scale build up inside pipework and radiators

40

Figure 5.3

Effect and presence of hard water

Limiting further corrosion and build up of scale
To limit corrosion, the pH of central heating water system should be neutral (7.00). If not, corrosion
will occur with any metallic parts of the heating system resulting in the build up of gaseous products
inside radiators and plating of inorganic salts on the inside of radiators.
To maintain the restored thermal efficiency, the inhibitor/descaler level should be checked whenever
the boiler is serviced and inhibitor added if below minimum level as recommended by the
manufacturer.
Advantages
 Low cost
 Could extend life of boiler, pipework and radiators by five or more years
 Houses warmer so less condensation
 Lower heating bills
 Able to lower CH water temperature so reducing standing losses and further increasing
conversion efficiency
Cost/benefit of adding inhibitor/descaler
Available evidence (EST, Carbon Trust) indicates that 1mm of scale can reduce the thermal efficiency
by 5%-7% so by taking these salts back into solution, the thermal efficiency can be increased by a
0
0
similar amount while lowering the central heating water temperature from 70 C to 55 C will decrease
standing heat losses by a further 1%. Such an increase in thermal efficiency should reduce the
current gas demand by 900 kWh/year from 15,000 kWh/year/dwelling for space and water heating.
This will reduce the average annual gas bill of £750 by £45/year assuming a unit cost 5p/kWh.
Assuming the cost of such inhibitor/descaler is £15 in a single dose or no more than £5 if bought in
bulk, this cost is recoverable in a few months through the reduction in heat demand and heating bill.
In addition once corrosion has been inhibited, it may not be necessary to add inhibitor each year nor
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for radiators to be bled thus eliminating cold areas though the concentration of inhibitor/descaler
should be measured each year.

Reducing heat loss of existing housing stock
The average heat demand across the age of construction is illustrated for Reading’s housing stock in
Figure 5.4.
From this figure we can observe that
 the oldest houses have the highest heat loss
 there is a factor of two reduction in heat loss between housing built pre 1919 and post 1980
due to increased insulation as required by building regulations

Heat Demand vs Age of Construction
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Figure 5.4: Heat demand of dwellings vs age of construction for Reading’s housing stock
As YDF’s housing only expanded significantly from 1950 onwards, almost all its housing stock will
have cavity walls which are easy and cheap to insulate as will increasing the amount of insulation in
the loft to current building standards. The highest cost of retrofitting is therefore likely to be that of
double glazing as this was not mandatory until post 1976.
Cost/benefit of retrofitting insulation
The payback time of retrofitting insulation in bulk is plotted versus cost in Figure 5.5 and annual
carbon savings in Figure 5.6. From these graphs, the following trends emerge  Dosing with inhibitor has lowest cost and shortest payback time
 Loft and cavity wall insulation have payback times of 2 to 3 years which is very cost effective
as such insulation will last the life of the dwelling
 Double glazing and solid wall insulation require a larger investment and will also result in
significant savings; however the payback times are significantly longer
 Highest cost measures have greatest carbon savings
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However the cost for one off retrofits will be much higher and so a decision will have to be made at
some future time about the benefits of mass retrofitting. In addition the rate of retrofitting insulation
will depend upon the cost of borrowing funds and the need for reducing carbon emissions associated
with heating of dwellings as quickly as possible.
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Figure 5.5: Payback time (years) for various heat savings measures (cost in £)
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Figure 5.6: Annual carbon savings for various heat saving measures
Goal
5.0 kW loss at -1֯ C to enable geothermal resource underlieing Yateley to be equitably shared.
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Conversion to low carbon heating
The conversion to low carbon heating will be accelerated by phasing out gas as a heating source,
currently proposed for new homes from 2025 onwards. Heat pumps are the most favoured source as
they concentrate heat not produce it and so for each unit of electricity up to four units of heat can be
produced. As the electricity grid is being decarbonised through large scale introduction of renewable
energy sources, the carbon emissions associated with such a heat source will also reduce (table
5.1).
Table 5.1: Low carbon space heating sources, annual energy consumption and cost
comparison with gas boilers

Existing gas boiler &
thermal insulation
Improved efficiency
& retrofit insulation
Gas boiler
Electric boiler
Air source heat
pump
Ground source heat
pump
(closed loop)
Notes:







Annual
energy
consumption
(kWh)

Annual
energy
cost (£)

Annual
savings
(£)

Annual
emissions
(kgCO2)

15,000 (g)

750

-

3000

11,500 (g)

575

175

2300

750

10000 (e)

2000

(1250)

2000

1000

3,500 (e)

700

50

700

2300

2500 (e)

500

250

500

2500

Carbon
savings
(kgCO2)

Consumption based on UK average demand for space and water heating.
‘g’ signifies gas; ‘e’ electricity;
Efficiency gas boiler 87%
Carbon emissions: gas 0.2 kg/kWh; electricity 0.27 kg/kWh
Unit cost: gas 5p/kWh; electricity 20p/kWh, electricity off peak 15 p/kWh
Coefficient of performance heat pump: air 3.0; ground source 4.0

As can be established from Table 5.1, ground source heat pumps are currently the most economically
viable low carbon heating option for a large number of dwellings in an urban area within the time
frame proposed for meeting the UK’s zero carbon target

District energy networks and ground source heat pumps
As discussed in section 4.4, creating district energy networks which comprise a communal borehole
array and a flow/return ground loop will enable geothermally heated water to be supplied to individual
heat pumps located in each dwelling when their gas boiler needs replacing.
0

These heat pumps will uplift the geothermal heated water to typically 50 C with an efficiency
approaching a factor of 4.
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By restoring the thermal efficiency of existing radiator
systems through systematic use of corrosion
inhibitor/descaler, existing radiator systems should be
capable of delivering sufficient heat even at these
reduced lower central water temperatures due to the
tendency to oversize radiators.
Heat pumps can also supply hot water via a heat
exchanger coil located inside the hot water cylinder
(figure 5.7)
Figure 5.7 Hot water cylinder located above a
ground source heat pump (Kensa Engineering)
.

Route to zero carbon
Ground source heat pumps have the following advantages/disadvantages over other low carbon
heating systems Advantages
 High efficiency, independent of the outside air temperature
 Lower heating cost because of increased system efficiency
 Long life of energy supply network (50 -100 years)
 No risk of carbon monoxide
Disadvantages
 Only cost effective in well insulated dwellings
 Higher initial cost offset by lower running cost
 Radiators have to be able to operate at lower temperatures hence reason for systematic
inhibitor/descaler treatment
 Demand on low voltage distribution network could exceed supply capability of low voltage
electric distribution network during evening peak as heat pump only sized to meet peak load
 Need to collaborate with district network operators (DNOs) to identify cost effective solutions
to manage evening peak on the low voltage supply network
As the electricity supply is being decarbonised, the possibility exists of further reducing the carbon
emissions associated with space and water heating produced by heat pumps (figure 5.8 ) thus
providing a route to zero carbon.
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Figure 5.7 Reduction in projected CO2 emissions per household using ground source heat
pumps (Eurelectric, 2005)
Cost/benefit of low carbon heating
The likely standing charge (annual payment) for the cost of coupling to the district heating network
could be as low as £30 annum which is lower than which other utilities charge (section 4.4)
The optimum time to convert from a gas boiler to a ground source heat pump would be at the end of
the life of a gas boiler which is typically 15 years. So it will be necessary for the energy infrastructure
to be created earlier rather than later within the time frame of the YDF plan if low carbon heating is to
contribute to reducing YDF’s carbon footprint.
A GSHP will cost more than a gas boiler and the actual cost will depend upon whether the efficiency
of the existing radiator system can be restored so that they can supply sufficient heat at a lower
central heating water temperature and whether there is already in situ a hot water storage cylinder
with an indirect coil. In addition the GSHP should have a longer life than a gas boiler (25 rather than
15 years).
New build development
It will be most cost effective to install GSHP’s rather than gas boilers when these houses are first built
as the owners will otherwise have to pay for the conversion cost at some later date. This may require
drilling a communal bore hole array and supplying geothermal heat via a flow/return ground loop to a
heat pump located in each dwelling if a district energy network does not exist.
Alternatively the heating systems of such dwellings should be ‘future proofed’ so that conversion to
low carbon heating sources like GSHP can be undertaken at some future time at minimal cost. This
will require radiators to be sized for a central; heating water temperature of 50 C rather than 70 C in
accordance with the Climate Change Committee’s recommendations and a hot water storage cylinder
with indirect coil.
Energy performance certificates (EPC)
The energy performance certificate describes not only the performance of the building but also
advises how the building’s performance can be improved and at what cost. It is therefore possible to
assess not only the environmental design of a building, but how it can be enhanced. EPC certificates
for any building rented or sold in the past 10 years can be accessed from the EPC website
www.energyperformancecertificates.co.uk
This information enables the buyer or renter to assess not only the current heat loss but also the
possible reduction in heat loss and in the heating bill.
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Recommendations
R12
That to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, improve carbon neutral features in current and
new housing stock
R13
That to heat homes more efficiently, provide suitable information on how to reduce heating
demand and facilitate future conversion to low carbon heating sources
R14
That to facilitate conversion to low carbon heating, encourage creation of district energy
networks to supply geothermally heated water to heat pumps located in individual dwellings
References
R Mayer Space and water heating by ground source heat pumps – realising the potential of the
shallow geothermal resource of the Reading basin (RCCP feasibility study, 2019)
R Mayer A cost benefit analysis of reducing carbon emissions from Reading’s housing stock to zero
(Sciotech Projects, 2019)
Climate Change Committee: Housing fit for future (2019)
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5.3 Optimising housing mix/ Creating affordable homes
Aim: To optimise housing mix and create affordable homes to meet YDF’s needs
The Parish of Yateley has a diverse range of ages. Due to its rapid growth between 1960 and 1980
its population is now ageing while new families establish themselves as their children grow up and
marry.
For historical reasons, there is a lack of 2 bedroom starter homes and bungalows as well as
affordable housing to rent. So there is an on-going need for a wide mix of housing from starter homes
to single storey bungalows for old people whose mobility might be restricted.
In any new development, consideration should therefore be given to making good the lack of such
housing.
Environmental impact
To limit climate change, any new housing should incorporate designs which minimise the impact on
the environment. Such measures should include –
 Low heat loss
 Passive solar shading to mitigate against increasing summer heat
 A heating system which is capable of working at reduced central heating water temperatures
of 50 C characteristic of low carbon heating systems rather than at higher temperatures
characteristic of gas boilers which will be phased out from 2025 onwards.
 Orientation such that it will be beneficial to roof mount solar electric and solar thermal panels
Recommendation
R15
That to reflect the needs of the YDF community, ensure that any new development or
redevelopment meets the demand in terms of housing mix and affordable homes
References
Committee for Climate Change: Housing fit for future (2018)
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5.4
Aim

Identifying development sites

To identify possible development sites

There is a need to identify possible development sites to cope with any increase in population and
such sites need to be sympathetically developed in line with policy guidelines of the Neighbourhood
Plan.
The constraints on any development include not building in any area within the 1 in 100 year flood
plain nor in the green spaces and strategic gaps between settlements
R16
Identify possible development sites which will enhance local settlements and meet any
increase in population

5.5
Aim

Sympathetic redevelopment of business premises

To ensure that redevelopment of business premises can meet settlement needs

YDF is not endowed with many commercial or industrial sites. So it is most likely that any
redevelopment will consider upgrading existing use.
However if a change of use is involved then it would be very desirable to ensure that any
redevelopment can meet settlements needs such as housing mix and increasing the number of
affordable homes
R17
Consider increasing the housing mix and proportion of affordable homes in any
redevelopment of existing premises

5.6
Aim

Protecting historic buildings

To protect historic buildings to preserve their local heritage

There are a number of buildings within the YDF area which are of historic or cultural importance.
These are listed in a separate document.
It is important that these buildings be protected and not be subject to redevelopment in order to
preserve the identity of existing settlements
R18

Protect historic buildings to preserve their local heritage
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6

Transport

6.1 Reducing the impact of transport
Aim: To improve existing traffic flow and ensure traffic measures are appropriately regulated in order
to reduce noise, pollution and to enhance safety in our community
Impact
Vehicular traffic creates local pollution such as nitrous oxides and particulates which are injurious to
health as well as contributing to global pollution associated with the production of carbon dioxide from
internal combustion engines. It also impacts other modes such as walking as crossing busy roads
can be hazardous particularly for families with young children and older people who are less mobile
and cycling as cyclists have to share the road space with cars due to the lack of cycle lanes.
Yateley is not and never has been well endowed with public transport other than the regular YateleyCamberley bus service. So it is not surprising that personal use of cars is one of the two biggest
contributors to our carbon footprint (section 3.1) and cars have become the major form of personal
transport even for short journeys.
Many families within the YDF area have access to at least one car (usually more), and residents use
their cars to commute out of the area for work, to take children to and from school and for leisure
purposes. People from outside the Neighbourhood Plan also drive into and through the area for work,
schooling, local amenities and to visit family and friends. As well as cars, large lorries use the roads,
especially the Reading Road and the A30, to travel through Yateley and Darby Green.
Speed limits on roads near most of our schools are 20 or 30 mph to enhance safety of children
walking to and from school, as well as improving air quality in these sensitive areas. Parking
restrictions are also in place near certain schools, such as Westfields, in an attempt to keep traffic
away and allow walking to be a more suitable option. There are also a number of pedestrian
crossings, mainly in the centre of Yateley, to make walking a safer option.
Rerouting transit traffic
It will be desirable to reroute heavy goods vehicles away from passing through Yateley town centre.
This is now possible after reconstructing the intersection between the Eversley bypass A327 and the
A30. It is therefore recommended to impose a weight limit through Yateley town centre except for the
need for access. To further reduce the impact of traffic that the speed limit should be reduced from
30 to 20 mph through the town centre.
Encouraging introduction of electric vehicles
The conversion from internal combustion to electric vehicles is underway and will be stimulated by
Government grants and reductions in road taxes.
The greatest need will be to ensure that the low voltage distribution network can provide the charge
required to recharge batteries overnight which may need strengthening the local infrastructure
(section 4.4). There will be less need to provide charging provision at local shops as almost all
provide for local residents.
Increasing public transport provision
Buses are the only form of public transport within the Parish and their immediate destination is
Camberley with every other bus continuing via Frimley Park Hospital to Aldershot bus station. Other
initiatives tried in the past have had little take up; however demography is changing with more older
people who no longer are able or wish to drive.
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There is therefore a need to increase public transport provision which can link Yateley with nearby
settlements including Sandhurst, Farnborough and Fleet.
The preferred and option will be a regular bus service which links all these settlements with a circular
bus route in both directions at intervals between 15 and 20 minutes.
Not only will this reduce the need for car travel, but also will provide interchanges with railway stations
at Fleet, Farnborough and Sandhurst in addition to the bus/rail interchange at Blackwater. Moreover
such a circular route will also provide bus interchanges so further increasing the number of
destinations served by public transport.
Strengthening local community bus services
Within the Parish, the only current provision is the Yelabus manned by volunteer drivers. If the
demand for additional provision between homes and local shopping centres could be established,
then consideration should be given to strengthening such services
Recommendations
R19
To limit the passage of heavy goods vehicles introduce a weight and speed limit on the B3272
passing through Yateley town centre
R20
To provide a service to adjacent towns like Fleet, Farnborough and Sandhurst, create circular
bus routes in both directions at regular intervals
R21

Examine the need for strengthening community bus services within the Parish

References
Current bus time tables
Information about the impact of pollution on health https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-matters-air-pollution/health-matters-air-pollution

Article about Lambeth Council proposing road closures around schools https://airqualitynews.com/2019/08/07/lambeth-proposes-permanent-road-closures-outside-school/
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6.2 Encouraging active travel
Aim: To increase active mobility and reduce car usage through provision of more pavements and
cycle lanes
Yateley has expanded significantly in the years between 1950 and 1980 partly as the result of the
construction of the M3 motorway which links London with the major cities of Portsmouth and
Southampton and partly through the expansion of Heathrow Airport to which the M3 provides access.
The only regular bus service links Yateley and Camberley at 15 min intervals during the day and once
an hour at night.
The only regular rail link are passenger trains stopping at Blackwater and Sandhurst on the ReadingGuilford line
Reasons for local travel
These include –
 Accessing shops
 Attending school
 Visiting friends and family
 Attending church and social events
 Accessing buses to Camberley
 Accessing trains to Reading, Guildford and London
Why walk or cycle?
Reasons include –
 Insufficient local parking
 May be too young or too old
 May be more convenient
 Healthy form of exercise
 Socially desirable as can meet friends or family en route
 No where at any bus stop or Sandhurst railway station to leave a car
 Reduces CO2 emissions
 Reduces local pollution
Status quo
 Various roads within Parish have no pavements some even close to town centre
 There is only one cycle lane along Reading Road from Town centre to Frogmore Community
College
 The most recent residential development (Urnfield) has made no provision for access to
shops, bus stops or schools by pavements or cycle paths
 There are only two pedestrian crossings at either end of town centre along Reading Road
 There is no footpath (or cycle lane) between Yateley and Eversley even though children from
Eversley attend Yateley School for secondary education and Eversley people wish to access
bus services which do not progress beyond Yateley
Impact of traffic flows
There is an ever increasing amount of vehicular traffic using the Reading Road through the town
centre and so one average one has to wait several minutes before being able to cross. In the
meantime those who are walking or cycling are exposed to noxious fumes and particulates which are
injurious to health.
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In addition several pedestrians have been killed by passing vehicles along the Reading Road or
cycling along the Reading Road. Moreover cars do not always respect the rights of cyclists to share
the road space and will try to overtake rather than wait for a gap in traffic.
These factors discourage many people and students from walking or cycling.
Recommendation
R22
That to encourage walking or cycling modes, provide more pavements and cycle lanes
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6.3
Aim

Adopting car parking provision

To consider the need for more public parking provision in order to access local shops

The YDF area is not over supplied with shops other than those which are required on a regular basis
like food shops, newsagents, cafes and the post office. The bigger food shops are generally linked
with supermarkets who are required to make provision for car parking.
It is more of concern for the smaller shops who do not have direct access to bespoke parking.
Options to meet such needs include –
 Increasing provision of pavements, cycle lanes and places where busy roads can be safely
crossed
 Introduction of a local community bus service to link homes and shops
 Further parking provision if the need can be proven
R23

In any new or redevelopment consider the need for additional parking
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7

Leisure

7.1 Providing suitable leisure facilities
Aim : to provide good sport, leisure and recreational facilities.
These facilities are important in maintaining health and fitness and to explore the wide range of
habitats and ecosystems that are located within and adjacent to our Parish.
Walking
Walking is the best form of exercise for all age groups and this requires a walking space that is
physically separated from the road space. Not all roads have pavements and this creates a safety
issue for both young and old people.
Cycling
Cycling is a good form of exercise as it excludes the body mass in undertaking such an exercise.
However it is very useful for longer distances than 1 km and is particularly useful because of the lack
of parking facilities at bus stops or our nearest railway station located in Sandhurst.
However within the Parish there is only one cycle lane , which is not clearly marked and which cyclists
have to share the road space with cars and vehicles that are not always sympathetic to cyclists.
Exploring habitats
Access to the various habitats within and adjacent to the Parish requires footpaths/pavements and for
those living further away, car park space. Access to Wyndhams Pond, heath lands and Yateley Green
are well provided for. However accessing the Blackwater River Path and Horseshoe lake is currently
hazardous as walkers and cyclists have to share the available narrow road space.
Fishing
Good facilities exist
Childrens playgrounds
Main playgrounds for younger children are on Yateley Green and by the Frogmore Centre although
there are other smaller playgrounds. For older children there are facilities such as a zip-wire on
Yateley Green.
Aviation
Good flying facilities for flying light aircraft exist at Blackbushe airport
Sports facilities
Bowling on Yateley Green, football, cricket and golf at Sean Devereau Park
Facilities for sporting activities at each school
Indoor facilities
The major facilities are co-located with the two secondary schools within the Parish namely Yateley
School and Frogmore Community College
Recommendation
R24
That to meet future needs, enhance existing leisure facilities where a need is identified.
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7.2 Providing community allotments and orchard
Aim: To make provision for additional community allotments and orchard
To limit climate change, it will become increasingly important to produce food locally to save ‘food
miles’. As houses are being built with ever smaller gardens, there is an increasing need to set land
aside for communal gardening activities such as allotments and a community orchard.
In the past 40 years, only one provision has recently been made for allotments at Swan Lake and this
is now fully subscribed and the waiting list for allotments has been reduced to 81 names. How many
more people would be interested if additional land could be set aside, is at present an open question.
There is also considerable interest in establishing a community orchard which could also serve to
encourage people to grow their own produce where possible. Any excess produce from the orchard
could be sold at local markets to offset maintenance cost.
Making provision
Sites for such communal activities should meet the following criteria –
 Accessible preferably by foot as well as by car
 Access to a water supply
 Site can be secured
 Soil should be of a quality suitable for growing agricultural products
Recommendation
R25
That to meet existing needs, identify suitable sites and make these available for communal
growing activities
Reference
Waiting list for allotments, Yateley Town Council
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