Yateley, Darby Green and Frogmore
Neighbourhood Plan
We have agreed the following policy areas, and assigned them to volunteers:
1. Policy in favour of good local design in keeping with existing community feel
Volunteer: Councillor Graham Cockarill
2. Policy to protect buildings of historic and cultural importance (to align with the Yateley
Society’s work to identify buildings of local importance)
Volunteers: Alison Hewitt and Alan Kinnaird
3. Policy to protect important local green spaces and gaps
Volunteers: Alison Hewitt and Gill Gray
4. Policy to encourage design that encourages biodiversity
Volunteers: Alison Hewitt and Gill Gray
5. Policy in favour of environmental design
Volunteers: Gill Gray and Rayner Mayer
6. Protection and provision of trees, hedges and local planting
Volunteer: Heather Brown
7. Provision of allotments
Volunteer: Heather Brown
8. Policy in favour of housing mix, with a bias in favour of smaller, “starter” homes
Volunteer: Councillor Graham Cockarill
9. Policy in favour of generous provision of affordable housing
Volunteer: Councillor Graham Cockarill
10. Identification of any sites currently suitable for development
Volunteer: Councillor Graham Cockarill
11. Policy to provide good sport, leisure and recreational facilities
Volunteer: John Keane
12. Policy to regulate traffic flow to reduce noise, pollution and to enhance safety
Volunteer: Councillor Jenny Cole
13. Policy on car parking provision in both residential and business areas

Volunteer: Councillor Graham Cockarill
14. Policy to improve pedestrian and cycle access – direct and appropriate paths to town
facilities
Volunteers: John Keane and Rayner Mayer
15. Policy to encourage sympathetic redevelopment of business premises
Volunteer: Graham Cockarill
16. Provision of good infrastructure - telecomms, broadband etc
Volunteer: Councillor Richard Quarterman
17. Protection of watercourses and avoidance of flood risk
Volunteer: Rayner Mayer
18. Reducing carbon emissions in line with climate change act
Volunteer: Rayner Mayer
19. Policy on the continuing use of Blackbushe as an airfield
Volunteer: Councillor Tony Spencer

YDF NP Policy 1 – Design
Introduction
Good design is a fundamental part of good planning. Design in a planning context is not simply about
the appearance of an individual building. It is about the relationships between different buildings,
and between the built environment and open spaces. Design also relates to how people use
buildings, and how they move between them. A well-designed area helps to create a sense of
community identity – in other words, a sense of “place”.
Our design policy is intended to maintain and enhance the distinctiveness of Yateley, Darby Green
and Frogmore. It will help to feel that they are part of a larger community, whilst maintaining their
own individual characteristics. It takes account of the historical character of the parish, whilst
meeting the need to allow design to adapt to a changing climate.
Requirements
All developments must seek to achieve a high quality of design. They should respect and enhance
the overall character of the Parish, whilst limiting their impact upon the environment both locally
and across a wider area.
Development will be supported where it meets the following criteria:
a) It maintains and/or enhances the character of its surroundings in respect of its density,
scale, and bulk.
b) It maintains and/or enhances the character if its surrounding in respect of its choice of
building materials. The use of new building materials will be supported where they are of
sufficient quality and where they reduce the impact upon the environment.
c) It provides or enhances public open spaces, as well as safe, accessible routes for
pedestrians and cyclists as well as public transport.
d) The layout of new buildings maintains and/or enhances locally distinctive street patterns.
Development layouts should be simple to understand and must be safe to navigate by
walking or cycling.
e) Where it is sited in a conservation area, particular care must be taken to maintain and/or
enhance the character of the conservation area itself.
f) Sufficient space is provided for both car and cycle parking. Where possible, electric vehicle
charging points should be provided.
g) It reduces energy consumption through sustainable approaches to building design and
layout and
h) Where possible, renewable or low carbon energy technologies should be incorporated.

Guidance
1.The parish of Yateley is composed of three distinct communities: Darby Green, Frogmore and
Yateley itself. New development should reflect the individual characteristics of these three
communities, whilst helping to integrate them.

2. New developments must consider how they will be accessible to a wide range of visitors. For
housing developments, consideration should be given to how residents may be able to stay in their
home as their physical and/or mental needs change over time.
3. Climate change will be a continuing challenge in the future. New developments must, therefore,
consider how they will mitigate and/or adapt to a changing environment. New development should
also seek to be carbon-neutral, where possible.
4. Where necessary, new developments should respect, maintain and/or enhance our conservation
areas. New styles or building materials are acceptable in these areas, providing that they meet the
need to ensure that the conservation areas remain worthy of protection.

YDF NP Policy 2 - To protect buildings
of historic or cultural importance
Submission awaited

YDF NP Policy 3 - To protect important
local green spaces and gaps
Aim - to preserve and enhance these areas for both natural and ecological benefits and
recreational purposes

Current Capability
There are large amounts of designated green areas and recreational green spaces within the parish
boundaries. Strategic gaps exist between the parish of Yateley and Eversley, Yateley and Fleet,
Yateley and Sandhurst and the districts (?) of Yateley and Frogmore. All of these areas should be
protected and enhanced to preserve the semi-rural nature of the area and the species that frequent
them, and to encourage their use for health, exercise and enjoyment of the natural world.

Evidence
Designation of sites (SSSI, SPA, TVBH NNR etc). Surveys and ongoing conservation work to preserve
and enhance by eg Yateley Rangers and BVCT. Green spaces are already used by extensively by
residents for recreational purposes (eg football, walking, cycling). Results of public survey June 2018
showing value placed on green spaces by the people of Yateley. Hart Green Infrastructure (GI)
Strategy, Final Report 2017 talks about the strategic gaps being used to provide good structure for
GI and amenity (see Hart Local Plan modifications). Hart draft Local Plan states that coalescence
should not be permitted. NPPF evidence.
Green spaces also provide the following services –
• Soak up surface water during periods of intense rain which are likely to increase as the climate
changes
• Provide shelter for wild life
• Promote bio-diversity
• Provide shade during periods of intense heat
• Reduce carbon emissions

Proposed policies:



Development would not be permitted on any designated GI sites (as per the Hart GI Strategy
2017) or sites used for recreational purposes.
Ensure that all sites are maintained and where possible enhanced (eg verge wildflower and
pollinator friendly planting) according to recommendations contained in surveys by
professional parties and desires of the local community. (this would include a sympathetic
mowing regime as per Policy 4)



Strategic gaps should be maintained to preserve the individual character of each settlement
and avoid coalescence. (the gaps should be defined in the appendix – text can be found in
the mods to the draft local plan).

YDF NP Policy 4 - To promote design
that encourages biodiversity
Aim - to promote housing design and community actions that will conserve and enhance
biodiversity across the parish of Yateley. This policy will also apply to new and existing
dwellings.

Current Capability
Work has already been undertaken to enhance the biodiversity of Yateley by planting 2 wild flower
meadows and providing bug hotels at these locations. Many pre-schools and schools are taking steps
to enhance their teaching and nature provision to ensure the next generation grow up with an
appreciation of the importance of wildlife and biodiversity. The Hart Biodiversity Officer comments
on all planning applications. UK government, HCC and HDC have declared a climate emergency.

Evidence













Designation of sites (SSSI, SPA, TVBH NNR etc). Surveys and ongoing conservation work to
preserve and enhance by eg Yateley Rangers, Hampshire Ornithological Society, Hampshire
flora group and BVCT.
Yateley Society talk from local BTO/BVCT member about swifts and availability of swift boxes
for residents. Yateley Society conservation group and Thursday volunteers who work on
Yateley Common (working for specific species and habitat only).
Yateley Hedgehog rescue – hedgehog gates
Bioblitz (although this was on an area already protected) – could do more.
Yateley Society has recently funded the restoration of a nature trail for young children to
help them appreciate the special and rare species that choose Yateley as their home. Yateley
Countryside Rangers provide guided walks – nightjars, bat walks, etc.
BVCT/Natural Surrey Heath – education into schools
https://sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/discover/planning/strategic-planning/neighbourhoodplans/how-to-include-wildlife-in-neighbourhood-plans
Wildlife Trust Nature Recovery Network.
Knepp – Wilding book about re-wilding project. Head Ecologist Penny Green coming to
speak at Yateley Society meeting next year.

Proposed policies:
•
The management of grass verges across the area should be undertaken in a way that
benefits and enhances biodiversity.
•
Review YTC grass mowing strategy
•
Policy/guidance/education/flexibility for contractors who undertake the mowing.
•
Any new development would be required to produce a green infrastructure plan to show
how the development will improve greenspaces and corridors for people and nature, in the context
of the surrounding landscape.
•
Should development take place that requires the removal of mature trees, then for each
tree removed it should be replaced on a 2 or 3 to 1 ratio ensuring that native species are used.
(Ancient woodland or veteran trees should not be removed as these are irreplaceable.)

•
Any development proposals should include conditions that state how biodiversity will be
protected and enhanced. This means the developer has to specify how they will make provision for
nature within the development before they are granted full planning permission. (Even small scale
developments could contribute significantly to creating and enhancing local wildlife habitat and
biodiversity)
•
Any future development should have cash set aside for sympathetic management and
enhancement of the biodiversity.
•
Look at how future developments can offer gains for existing green space through
management, survey and monitoring.
•
Ensure the protection of designated sites by implementing ‘buffer zones’ around sites to
minimise the impacts of and new developments nearby.
•
The planning process should ensure that homeowners are advised on additional measures
they can implement to conserve and enhance biodiversity on their property. It should also ensure
that inappropriate development, where harm could be caused to the biodiversity of the local area, is
not permitted. (this links with Policy 18 Low carbon)
•
Should SANG development be required, then this should take account of best practice and
will be assessed by the TVBH SANG expert for compliance at the developer’s cost.
•
Set up a community biodiversity action group (Look at the Felixstowe Community Nature
Reserve for ideas) to review current and future planning applications and work with YTC to enhance
the biodiversity of our community. (need to gauge interest in this)
•
Leaflet for residents detailing the steps the average person can take.
•
Schools across the area should be supported and encouraged to provide children with an
interest in wildlife and nature and knowledge of its importance to our way of life. (link to
BVCT/Natural Surrey Heath/forest schools/Rangers education programme/…) (Link with Yateley
Gardening club, Vision 4 Youth, Countryside Rangers, Yateley Society).

YDF NP Policy 5 - in favour of
environmental design
Aim - to move towards carbon neutrality in line with government climate change act 2019
and to improve carbon neutral features in current housing stock.

Current capability
The following could be fitted to new dwellings:









Solar panels for water heating
PV panels for electricity production and battery storage for excess produced and not used
Cavity wall insulation
Triple glazing
Loft insulation
Energy efficient water and home heating systems using eg. geothermal technology.
Technology is available for wind turbines, green roofs and grey water systems.
Orientation of dwellings to promote optimum indoor temperatures making the most of
shade/warmth from the sun at different times of the year.
Some of these things are already included as standard when new homes are built.
Retrofitting would also be possible in many cases but could be cost prohibitive.

Evidence
Reduced grid energy use by those properties with PV and Solar panels, 30mm loft insulation,
double/triple glazed windows and cavity wall insulation. Also greater energy production than use in
homes with PV panels (dependant on array size) shown by readings taken for feed-in tariffs?
Reduced water usage by properties with grey water systems.

Proposed policies






All new dwellings should be fitted with solar and PV panels
Well planned orientation of dwellings to optimise shade/heat from the sun
Retrofitting of solar and PV panels should be encouraged along with improved loft and cavity
wall insulation where possible.
Production of local leaflets with Information on how to fit, who can help, recommended
local firms and payback times.
Grants, loans and/or financial assistance be made available by local government for
retrofitting measures.

YDF NP Policy 6 – To encourage trees,
hedges and local planting
Aim - to protect and provide for trees, hedges and local planting where appropriate, with a
view to encourage biodiversity and reduce CO2 emissions.

Rationale
Green spaces, trees, hedges and local planting enhance not only the visual appearance of the town,
but also provide the following services –
•
Soak up surface water during periods of intense rain which are likely to increase as the
climate changes
•
Provide shelter for wild life
•
Promote bio-diversity
•
Provide shade during periods of intense heat
•
Reduce carbon emissions

Proposals
•
•
•
•

Locate within school grounds where appropriate
Increase planting along local roads where there is a verge between road and pavement
Identify areas for planting wildflower meadows
Identify areas for planting small trees and hedgerows

Resulting in
•
•

Increased understanding of plant biology and biodiversity
Establishing a community gardening group to support and implement the work.

YDF NP Policy 7 – Provision of
Allotments
Aim: To provide sufficient allotments to meet existing need and future demand

Rationale
There has always been a waiting list for allotments and the recent provision at Swan Lakes has been
oversubscribed. Further land therefore should be identified and set aside to meet existing and
future needs and to encourage local production of crops.

Proposals
There are various green areas on the periphery of Yateley and Derby Green, a portion of which could
be set aside for new allotments.
A suitable site in terms of access and development could be a portion of land within the Sean
Devereau Park not occupied by the golf course or sports field.

Reference
The Town Council has already 81 names awaiting allotments so the current need is to find one or
more suitable sites which could in turn create further demand

Questionnaire
do you know of any areas within the YDF Neighbourhood that might be suitable for use as future
allotment sites?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

YDF NP Policy 8 – Housing Mix
Introduction
The Parish of Yateley is a diverse community, requiring a diverse range of housing accommodation.
Our Housing Mix policy aims to provide the appropriate mix of accommodation needed to maintain
a sustainable community. The policy aims to ensure that all types of housing requirement are met,
including specialist accommodation and starter homes.

Requirements
Developments will be supported where:
a)
They meet or improve the appropriate mix of dwellings for the Yateley parish area, as
defined by the most up-to-date evidence on housing need.
b)

They provide specialist accommodation for elderly residents.

c)

They provide starter home accommodation for younger residents.

d)
They provide accessible or adaptable accommodation, to allow residents to remain in their
own homes for longer, as their mental and/or physical needs change.

Guidance
1. Evidence on housing need within Hart is based upon Strategic Housing Market Assessments.
Development proposals should take the latest relevant Assessment into account and seek to meet
the Parish’s needs accordingly. Proposals which improve the Parish’s housing mix will be welcomed.
2. Proposals for sheltered accommodation and accommodation providing care and nursing facilities
will be supported, where they provide facilities not currently available within the Parish.
3.Proposals for starter homes will be encouraged.
4.Being able to remain in one’s own home is recognised as way to improve the well-being of
residents suffering from long-term physical and/or mental health issues. Proposals which meet the
changing physical and/or mental needs of residents will therefore be supported.

YDF NP Policy 9 – Affordable Housing
Introduction
There is a need to provide affordable housing within the Parish, to provide opportunities for those
on lower incomes to either rent or purchase their own home. Our policy aims to increase the supply
of low-cost housing within the Parish, to help maintain a diverse and sustainable community.

Requirements
Development will be supported where it meets or exceeds the 40% on-site affordable housing
provision, as required by the Hart Local Plan: Strategy & Sites 2016-2032 (Policy H2).
Where on-site provision for affordable housing cannot be made, proposals that provide off-site
affordable housing within the Parish will be supported.

Guidance
1.
Proposals should be accompanied with full viability assessments, to ensure that the Town
Council has full knowledge when it is asked to comment upon planning applications.
2.
Where the District Council enters into negotiations with developers over affordable housing
provision, the Town Council should be involved.
3.
It is recognised that occasionally, a development proposal may not be able to provide on-site
affordable housing. In those cases, the Town Council expects those developments to provide a
financial contribution to provide affordable housing off-site.
4.
It will always be the preference of the Town Council to support on-site provision of
affordable housing. Where off-site provision only can be secured, the Town Council should be
consulted upon where the off-site provision could be located within the Parish.

YDF NP Policy 10 – Identification of
sites currently suitable for
development
Submission awaited

YDF NP Policy 11 – Leisure
Aim : to provide good sport, leisure and recreational facilities.
1

Current Neighbourhood Plans

A brief look at how this Policy is covered in other Hart Neighbourhood Plans. A few notes follow but
it seems that in general this issue is given comparatively little space.
1.1 Hartley Wintney Plan
‘Recreation’ is covered in a few places but always with reference to SANG land. ‘Sport’ barely
features (except in the word ‘Transport’!) ‘Leisure’ is covered in short paragraphs which have been
extracted below but without the original formatting.
In the main body:
9 Infrastructure
9.1 Community Aspiration 4: Leisure Facilities
9.2 Reasoning
9.2.1 There are a wide range of leisure facilities and pursuits available for the community
within the village.
9.2.2 As part of community engagement, it was noted that the community would welcome
additions to the existing facilities, particularly in respect of an all-weatherspace.
9.2.3 This will be pursued as a community aspiration.
In Appendix 3
INFRASTRUCTURE
5 Objective 19: “Maintain and enhance or expand community leisure facilities”.
During the process of community engagement, residents identified the need for
additional community activities and leisure pursuits.
Although there is currently a wide range of activities and clubs available to the
community of HW, with an increasing population and a greater diversity of ages, it
would be appropriate for more and wider activities to be available. In particular, it is a
community aspiration that an all-weathersports space is available for a wide range of
leisure activities.
The Parish Council therefore recognises the need to work with key stakeholders and
providers to progress this aspiration.
1.2 Fleet Neighbourhood Plan
No specific heading of Leisure. Leisure Centre is mentioned frequently. Fleet shopping centre is
mentioned for night time leisure. Basingstoke Canal is described as a Leisure activity.

1.3 Winchfield Neighbourhood Plan
No specific heading covering Leisure. Word ‘Leisure’ only occurs when referring to footpaths in the
leader. Search for ‘sport’ only finds ‘transport’.
(Note – Odiham plan does not seem to have an equivalent entry)

Yateley Leisure Concerns
Areas where sport, leisure and recreation facilities occur are considered below. There may be areas
that have been forgotten. They are listed mainly with the intention that we can consider if any
mention of some or all is needed in the Neighbourhood Plan.
Alternatively we may include a shorter, all-embracing statement that ensures the protection and
suitable development of our leisure facilities.
1.4 Sean Devereux Park
This major complex includes Yateley United Football, Yateley Cricket and Blackwater Valley Golf.
There are aspirations for development of these sites but these will be subject to planning
applications so should not be anticipated in the NP. However we need to ensure that this whole area
is reserved for leisure activity and ensure that it could not be taken for housing or any industrial use.
1.5 Darby Green Centre
Similar considerations to Sean Devereux Park except that any aspirations would only be in embryo
stage.
1.6 School Playing Fields
These include Yateley & Westfields complex, Frogmore complex, Yateley Manor School and other
Junior schools. Some years ago there was a fear that land at Yateley School was to be sold for
housing. Teacher Flats were tolerated. It would be good if a clause could be included to ensure that
the land remains used for Educational purposes.
1.7 Yateley Green
This includes Tythings, the pond, Bowling Green. This should be generally protected as Common
Land. The Adult Gym is a valuable asset.
1.8 Children’s Playgrounds
Main playgrounds for younger children are on Yateley Green and by the Frogmore Centre although
there are other smaller playgrounds. For older children there are facilities such as a zip-wire on
Yateley Green. We might want a policy that there should be appropriate children’s play equipment
suitable for the demographic ages of children in Yateley.
1.9 Fishing
There are extensive fishing areas in Yateley, as well as many just outside our border.
Swan Lake Park provided a country park amenity along with substantial fishing lakes which are leased
to Angling concerns. As SANG land this should be safe from unwanted development.

The Tri Lakes complex straddles Yateley Road with significant fishing areas again leased to Angling
concerns. Some building may occur but any development should be restricted to anything
concerned with angling.
Yateley Green Pond is provided for junior angling.
1.10 Hampshire Lakes & Blackwater Valley Path
There has been a long term aspiration to complete the riverside section of the BV Path between
Darby Green Lane and Yateley Road. The Eastern part is already in place. The Western part might
require access through Hampshire Lakes Home.
There is no public access to the Yateley Lakes area. There have been attempts for developments
such as holiday homes. This is an area where ‘appropriate’ development might be permitted,
although the interpretation of what is ‘appropriate’ is subjective. It needs protection against
residential or industrial development.
1.11 Indoor Activities
Probably no need to be mentioned. We would be dismayed if Churches, Scout huts, were sold for
housing but it may not be appropriate or necessary to include anything. It would be good if we could
include some protection for our pubs although it may not be possible to do so.
1.12 Watmore Farm Fishery (& Stables)
This is in Eversley. This complex has significant Fishing facilities, Water sports including powerboats
and, presumably, stables. Concerns that might arise are noise from powerboats and traffic if the
facility is significantly enlarged. Also, make sure it is protected from development.
1.13 On our Borders
There are facilities just outside our borders that are not under our control but would be of concern if
unsympathetically development.
Horseshoe Lake Country Park is in Wokingham.
Jakes just over the Blackwater River border is in Sandhurst.

YDF NP Policy 12 – Regulation of traffic
flow
Aim: To improve existing traffic flow and ensure traffic measures in all new developments
are appropriately regulated in order to reduce noise, pollution and to enhance safety in our
community

Current capability
Many addresses within the Neighbourhood Plan area have access to at least one car (usually more),
and residents use their cars to commute out of the area for work, to take children to and from school
and for leisure purposes. People from outside the Neighbourhood Plan also drive into the area for
work, schooling, local amenities and to visit family and friends. As well as cars, large lorries use the
roads, especially The Reading Road and the A30, to travel through Yateley and Darby Green.
Speed limits on roads near most of our schools are 20 or 30mph to enhance safety of children
walking to and from school, as well as improving air quality in these sensitive areas. Parking
restrictions are also in place near certain schools, such as Westfields, in an attempt to keep traffic
away and allow walking to be a more suitable option. There are also a number of pedestrian
crossings, mainly in the centre of Yateley, to make walking a safer option. Yateley and Darby Green
do have some public transport, although it could be more widely used.
But increasing traffic is becoming more impactful to health and safety, so it is vital that traffic flow
around the area is monitored and kept under review to ensure improvements are made. It is also
important that any new developments are reviewed to ensure appropriate measures are taken to
regulate traffic flow and reduce further impact on noise, pollution and safety.

Evidence
Current evidence comes mainly from word of mouth (reports and observations from the community
who are most impacted by traffic flow)
Also some evidence has come directly from Alison’s knowledge
Information about the impact of pollution on health https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-matters-air-pollution/health-matters-air-pollution
Article about Lambeth Council proposing road closures around schools https://airqualitynews.com/2019/08/07/lambeth-proposes-permanent-road-closures-outside-school/

Proposals





Look to identify other places where pedestrian crossings are needed to improve walking
routes to popular areas
Consider whether road closures around schools at peak times to protect children from air
pollution could be possible (such as the one proposed by Lambeth Council)
Could we lower speed limits to 20mph in all urban areas?
Developers should provide suitable pedestrian access from new dwellings to key areas in the
town to increase ease of walking and reduce the need for car travel

YDF NP Policy 13 - Policy on Car
Parking Provision
Submission awaited

YDF NP Policy 14 – To Improve
Pedestrian and Cycle Access
Aim: to increase mobility and reduce car usage for short journeys through provision of cycle lanes and
pavement upgrades

Rationale
Encourage walking and cycling for short journeys such as going to school, visiting shops and
accessing green recreational areas. This will require provision of cycle lanes and pavements where
lacking along such routes and will be an essential requirement of any new building development

Evidence
Car usage has increased significantly in Yateley over the past 40 years as public transport links have
not increased and if anything have decreased. Traffic has also increased due to expansion in the
surrounding towns and villages including Sandhurst, Wokingham and Arborfield. As a quarter of all
journeys are less than one kilometer in distance, it makes sense to encourage non car usage for such
short distances as these are socially desirable, more environmentally friendly by reducing pollution,
will reduce car usage and congestion and make non car modes of travel safer.

Proposals
Getting to School
Yateley/Westfields
Frogmore Community
Yateley schools
Accessing …. shops
Reading Road, Yateley
Popular walking routes
…. new developments
Urnfield site
Firgrove Road
…… green areas
Blackwater Lakes, proposed
Country Park

Proposal foot paths/cycle lanes
Provide crossing point, Monteagle Lane and gate entry to
schools, which can be time limited, to encourage more
students to walk/cycle to school
Widen footpath along Reading Road from Community
School to Green Lane and provide cycle lane to encourage
more students to walk/cycle to school
Install pelican crossing at Tythings to increase access for
students living north of Reading Road
Widen footpath along Reading Road so can also be used by
cyclists between War Memorial and the Parade
Provide seating at regular intervals to assist older people
Install footpath/cycle lane Moulsham Lane and Vicarage
Road to service Urnfield site; install footpath/cycle lane
Firgrove Road if new housing development proceeds
Install footpath/cycle lane along Mill Lane from junction
with Chandlers Lane to Blackwater Lakes to facilitate
access to proposed Country Park development

References

Questionnaire
Would you undertake more non car journeys if pavements were upgraded and cycle lanes provided?
Yes/no …………………………………………………………………………
Can you suggest other locations which would benefit from pavement upgrades or cycle lanes?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

YDF NP Policy 15 – Sympathetic
Redevelopment of Business Premises
Submission awaited

YDF NP Policy 16 - Provision of good
infrastructure
Aim - To ensure all new development has access to modern and high-quality
telecommunications and broadband

Current capability
Most addresses within the Neighbourhood Plan area have access to cable and broadband, which are
increasing essential for business and home-working. The benefits to the community of homeworking are considerable as it reduces traffic and enhances support of village facilities.
While current mobile phone signal strength within the Neighbourhood Plan area is generally
adequate, it is important that this is kept under review to ensure that it is properly maintained and
guarded against overloading. The Town Council should monitor the situation and put pressure on
service providers should residents report deteriorations in the system.

Evidence
Current broadband provision
Growth in home-working

Proposed Policies




Developers should provide appropriate telecommunication infrastructure, to all new
dwellings within the Plan area. All applications for residential development must
demonstrate how they will provide suitable ducting to enable more than one service
provider to provide a fibre connection to individual properties from connection chambers
located on the public highway.
Proposals that deliver the expansion of electronics communication networks and high-speed
broadband and improvements to connectivity will be supported where:
o the applicant has fully explored the opportunities to erect apparatus on existing
buildings, masts or other structures; and
o the number of radio and telecommunication masts are kept to a minimum
consistent with the efficient operation of the network; and
o the development has been sited and designed to minimize the impact on the
character and appearance of the community, and with due regard to the design
principles set out in the Yateley Village Design Framework

YDF NP Policy 17 - Protection of water
courses and avoidance of flood risks
Aim - To protect and enhance existing infrastructure against flooding due to prolonged heavy rain

Current capability
Yateley and Derby Green are fortunate in that they are bordered on one side by the Blackwater
River which acts as the ultimate sink for water not carried away by the storm water drainage system.
This capability needs to be preserved and enhanced wherever possible in view of the expected
increase in extreme weather events due to the changing climate.

Evidence
The available evidence is that rainfall is becoming more intense locally which could result in local
flooding due to the inability of storm water drainage to cope with excessive downpours. Manhole
covers for example have been lifted in Mill Lane allowing sewerage to escape and the area between
Mill Lane and the Blackwater River has repeatedly flooded over the past 40 years.
The latest flood maps are located at https://flood-map-for-planning.service.gov.uk/

Proposals







Do not allow any development within the Environment Agency’s current plan of the 1 in 100
year flood plain which could decrease the potential of existing green spaces to soak up flood
water
This exclusion to include projected increases in intense downpours which will result in more
severe flooding than has previously been experienced so extending the 1 in 100 year flood
plain
Maintain and enhance the capacity of green spaces to soak up excessive rainfall through
additional tree planting
Liaise with Sandhurst Town Council regarding further residential development to ensure that
the capacity of the Blackwater River is not diminished through additional run off

YDF NP Policy 18 - Limiting climate
change
Aim - To reduce our carbon emissions in accordance with UK Climate Change Act

Rationale
The UK Climate Change Act requires the UK to reduce its greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions to zero by
2050. These emissions arise primarily as by products from our combustion of fossil fuels to produce
useful energy such as electricity, heating our homes or propelling our cars.
Actions on a national scale include provision of infrastructure which will reduce GHG emissions.
However many other actions can be undertaken locally to reduce our carbon footprint. This involves
reducing not only our direct energy use but also the energy embedded in the products we consume
and buy. This should be facilitated by implementation of policies within the YDF neighbourhood
plan.

Evidence
The average global temperature has risen by 1.0 C since the start of the industrial revolution and the
International Panel on Climate Change has advised is its most recent report that to avoid irreversible
changes in climate, this temperature rise should be limited to 1.5 C. This requires not only leaving
much of the existing fossil fuel resources in the ground, but also reducing global carbon emission
year on year until we become carbon neutral.

Proposals
Proposals are included within the individual policy proposals and comprise 4 groups –
Using less energy
 Increase provision of public transport
 Regulate traffic flow
 Improve pedestrian and cycle access to encourage non car modes of travel
 Facilitate upgrading insulation levels to existing housing stock to reduce heat loss
 Require new buildings to be more energy efficient and capable of being connected in future
to low carbon district energy networks
More efficient use of energy
 Dose central heating systems annually with inhibitor/descaler to restore thermal efficiency
 Provide more land for allotments to reduce food miles
 Encourage local farmers markets
Conversion to renewable energy sources
 Encourage installation of solar panels (PV or thermal) on existing buildings to generate
electricity or hot water locally
 Require roofs of new dwellings to be orientated such that they can capture maximum
amount of solar energy
 Investigate how to manage transition from gas heating to low carbon heating using district
energy networks

Increasing sinks for greenhouse gases
 Encourage green planting
 Strengthen biodiversity
 Maintain and enhance strategic gaps between neighbouring towns and villages

YDF NP Policy 19 Submission awaited

