Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meeting notes
Tuesday 16th October 2018, 2.00pm, Darby Green Centre
Present:
Richard Quarterman
Alison Hewitt
Gordon Young
Luke Buckland
Paul Simpson
Chris Gazzard
Colin Ive
Greg Easterbrook
Roger Coombes
Beryl Jenkins

John Burton
Melanie Palin
Apologies:
Philip Todd
Gill Gray
Roger Durdle
John Keane
Graham Cockarill
Jane Biscombe

Action
1. Welcome, and apologies noted as above
2. Notes of the last meeting on Tuesday 4th Sept 2018 were agreed and signed
Richard announced that Roger Durdle is stepping down the Steering Group role of
Finance co-ordinator due to other commitments. We thanked him for his
contribution to the project so far, although we noted that the requirement for
financial coordination has not amounted to much so far, and we are happy to leave
this role dormant until such time as it might be needed again.
3. Updates from Sub-Groups.
Housing and Development – this group has not yet met, so Richard will speak to
Graham Cockarill, the sub-group lead, to ensure that this gets moved forward as a
matter of urgency. The sub-group membership currently consists of Graham,
Roger Coombes, John Keane and Beryl Jenkins. Richard requested that he be
invited to the first meeting of the group.
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Getting Around – Paul Simpson and Luke Buckland reported back on their work so
far, and shared their thoughts on starting public consultation on some of their
thinking. We also talked about not being constrained by the jargon and formal
language of planning documents, and using plain English to communicate ideas,
particularly to the wide community. The group were supportive of their ideas, and
encouraged by the enthusiasm shown.
Open Spaces and Wildlife – Alison Hewitt reported that this group has held its first
meeting, and made contact with some local experts from the Blackwater Valley
Countryside Trust, who have provided valuable input. Other stakeholders have
been identified, some of whom can’t easily make meetings.
Leisure – Colin Ive reported that he is in the process of contacting stakeholders
groups. Due to GDPR constraints, Yateley Town Council are not able to provide a
list of groups currently booking leisure venues in Yateley, but the necessary
information is accessible via the website – Greg offered to follow this up. We also
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confirmed that the heading “Leisure” included all leisure activities, not just sport,
and was deliberately not targeting any specific age-groups such as youth or the
elderly, as we wish to be as inclusive and multi-generational as possible.
Business and Regeneration – we currently do not have a lead for this sub-group. It
was suggested that Gerry Crisp may have contacts and interest from his time as
the town mayor. Greg Easterbrook also offered to assist in this area. Richard
agreed to talk with Gerry and then liaise with Greg. Chris, from Blackbushe Airport,
volunteered to provide assistance to this group, but was not in a position to lead it.
We agreed that it wouldn’t be appropriate for one particular business to take the
leadership role, but are grateful to Chris and his team for their offer of help.

RQ/GE

General comments about the sub-groups:
John Burton, who is a member of the Blackwater and Hawley Neighbourhood Plan
team, was in attendance, and commented that there were some parallel groups
running in their Neighbourhood Plan project. We agreed that it would be useful to
keep ourselves mutually informed of our progress.
4. News Items to promote – None at the moment, although Paul raised the possibility
of including video and audio clips on the website – The group agreed that this
would be an interesting way of generating interest in the Plan. Paul to discuss with
Gordon
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5. AOB – Greg Easterbrook raised as a question a point that had arisen at several
point during our discussion, which is whether some of the content we are currently
working on is beyond the scope of a Neighbourhood Plan. We agreed that we
would continue with our current policy of including content which may eventually
have to be covered elsewhere or in appendices for several reasons:
 The public will expect their comments and concerns reflected in our output,
even if it doesn’t strictly form part of the plan
 The input gained could be used usefully by other authorities e.g. YTC
 Keep the scope broad extends inclusivity and encourages engagement
 This approach was approved by the Town Council when we met with them
in March.
6. Dates for future meetings:
We agreed to cancel the meeting in November (after some confusion as to whether
it was due on the 6th or the 13th!) as we do not expect to have sufficient content to
report back on by that point. We also agreed to move the December meeting from
the afternoon to the evening, as this better suits those unavailable during the day.
The next meetings will therefore be:
11th December – 7:00pm, Monteagle Centre
8th January – 7:00pm Monteagle Centre
Richard will talk to Jane Biscombe about booking these
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